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Prequel Update 


By Jane rena Aieily 
ne June, the Episode I post-production 


Laan completed ther second out of the 


\ flr, Wlearnwhie, Wookies inated the 
Se in Sydney, Australia, 
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Greatest Moments of 
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Sy Ban Aémeioh 

Fans have debated ever since 1oBS 
About which Scenes in the classic irikugy 
Bre the greatest. See if your favorite 
Toe Mor ramets bs included within 
and then kel lhe debates mare on. 
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By Timothy Zahn 
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Take note every ine you see 
the Hyperspace fogo—it's your 
cue fo log on to starwars.com 
Hyperspace for mare content! 


| Departments 


Comlink i 
Bantha Tracks Bai = 


Skywalking: News", . ‘ 
And Sightings #8 =~ ¥ 


The Best of Hyperspace 

By Pate Hidalgo and Bomaie Burton 

Web-chat excerpts withAmy Alben and 

Mark. Hamill, plus rarely seen classic 

Sitar Ware photes - 


Scouting the Galaxy 
By Steve Soasweet aie) 
and the holiest of prails found Apa Te ony " 
ost to Une receivert) : 


Jabba's. Collection // 
By starwars.Hasiro.com —” 

Further coverage on Hashra’s dere Rees tel 
Trilogy Collection, plus a Ag ai 


iss 


checklist of alk a8 OTC figures] - Ve 
Drawn a by the Force. intl: 

3 By Danie! Wallace : : 1 
. it's master against ay 


Star Wars leputhlic #63. Sat i 


s8di Library a [os ‘ 


ihe Cesiys.Decenth icv; Lae 


Bygiasch Fry’ 
Exploring 2: Clones rut In os gs 
af 


By Frank Partsd 
An indepth book al Laces 


“. latest corniball action amu, ¥ 
Star Wars Battlefront Ba 
‘Ask the Master = 
By Pablo Hifaige 


Incase you didn't already know, Analetn 
Shywalker isa dam good mechanic. 


Laugh It Up, Fuzzball 


Pringess Lela’s ecatume mak. . ( 


furiction and Ewok tossing’? 
What's the galamy coming to? 


StarWarsShop.com 


Let your inner collector go wild! See page 91. 





Ne no fw | 


[ E. 
‘Soe pee 


Q 


E 
: 


See OF FIGS 
FOF THE LATEST S747 ae TOY INFORMA TIOP, WInEIT : I WED SITE 


SrARWARS.HASBRO.cCOM po pckisppe they tale 









EDITORIAL 


A New Hope 


J ust as fhe twin suns of Tatooine rose in Eplsade Iv to greet Luke Skywalker on ihe 
day that would forever change his life, a new dey—or rather, era—rises lo greet you, 
the fans of Star Wars Insite, Lucasfilm and IDG Entertainment have feemed an alliance 
that is prepared to fake ihe mapazine in bold mew directions, and the camumilrment to our 
ALM noS—hew OF NgStanding, YOUN or old, Trariieshan ar Aodian—is without measure, 

IDG entertainment (IDGE) Ss an inducing wader ahen i cones to publeshing. felome than 
inree million pecale a month rad Ganieero, IDGE'S flagship videsegare magazine of al 
mast 1S years, and it 16 looking to bring iS unique creatine flair te Shar Wars daisies and 
take it to he nest level. The igaue you naw hold in your hands. is anh the bepinnire! 

mie racing the magazine. fans will notice that Insiner looks. a litth different. The gepart 
renis are ie sane, bol we beliews they now have more of a Star Wars feel to them to 
beter bridge te gap between print and flim. “Booleshelf* is mow “edi Ubrary? and “Toye 
boa" & now called “Jabba's Collection,” The names art new, but our commniinent to pro 
Widing he sane great indepth content remains the same, 

Furthermore, fis cur gaa to make cach and every issue a special collector's piece flied 
hel trily will ereal content but alse with the most cynanis IMhMapery found in the onginal 
trilogy and Prequels, Speaking af whith, the countdown te Episode lll hes already begur— 
Klay 19, 2005, ts less than one yaar ewey—and it would be most unwise to miss a single 
issuc! There has never bean a batter tine to make ihe joumey to that galaxy far, far gerry, 

With gach paid subscripiion, readers will algo have full acess to starwars.cam Hyper 
Smict as part of our eellaborative efforts with Lucastin to bring fans ewer eve: exciting 
Coober’ and bend the Star Wars conimunilty Stl closer together, Wihiks neaeling the magia 
Zine, be Sure to notes ihe Hipersiace iton—this if Gur vetuwal cue to bet revelers know 
that they can go online and find Geen meee informalion related to an article, whether 
It'S 2 CONIA Of The piece or some relevant archived information that you mire here 
reaver seen before, 

Beatie yer each s9ue ill devote extra pages to the “Best of Hyperspace,” which will 
contain featured cantent from Whe website as well as new exclushee coment, And because 
we here ef Ineie are big Tans of everything Star Wars, we ane proud to annoumos that the 
longstanding fan publication Bartha Tracks will also be featured in every issue. Star Wars 
insider i6 Uruly & magne by the fans. and for the fans. 

Our passion for Star Wars is jst as intense as yours, We wear the T-shirts (ah, Princess 
Leia), play wath aur trys (lo you few a vintage 12-inch Garth Vader with the cape and light 
Saber?) and have boasted Gescussians about whach movie is the best (definitely Eranirel 
ad which character is the coolest (ahem, Boba Feat. i you only could hawe beer a Death 
Star droid scurrying across the detention center Goce when we had aur discussion about 
the Tap 10 moments of the original Trilogy (see the feature, starling on page 44}. It 
wins Eruly epic, 

As the now edetor, lam extremely grateful far the opportunity to be a part of and to 
represent the preaber Star Wars conimiunily, and i is rey pledwe to you, the fans, te be a 
Sinn Vice and to 1 each page with quality combent in every issuc, One Jedi cannot do 
it alone, Thoueh. anid | want te send iy sincere thanks and gratitude to Gouncil members 
Dan AnIriGh. Katrin Auch, Lindsay Young, and Francis flea doe their strong devotion to pet- 
ting, Star Wears bisider off th ground arid into your hands. Without them—and the team at 
LUSESfini—ihes veribure would nol hen Been possiblic, 

This iS Gefiniiely & grea time ta be a Shar Wars fan, and i's an even better time to be a 
subscriber bo Star Murs dnsidev, | invite you to join our ranks and take the fast-paced jaur- 
Mey BS we rockel toward the future and clise @ an the historic By When the circle of fils 
‘will be Commpkebe. 

Until nest ue, miy the Foner be with youl 





Brett Rector, Editor-in-Chief 
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Welcome, 


Star Wars Fans 


Hello, Star Wars fans, and welcome to the new, modified letters 


section, now called “Comlink.” 


Why Comlink? We here at Star Wars Insider felt it defined the 
exact purpose of this section: a way for fans to communicate 
directly with us, efther by galactic snail mail or at Nghtspeed via 
the Intemet. (Not to mention that Luke used a comlink to commu- 
nicate with C-3PO0 and avoid certain disaster in the Death Star's 
trash compactor in Star Wars: A New Hope—out don't worry, we'll 


never turn our Comlink offf) 


As always, we want to knew what's on your mind—no matter 
what the Star Wars topic may be. So, please keep your letters 
coming, or mall us at comink@insiderstarwars.com 


The Fiction Faction 

Vo tke te compliment pou an yours 
wonderful magazine. | always lok 
fore fo receive ff An the mail anid 
Can hail) walt fo fear inte it once | 
Bet tt. Vd Whe fo especially compliment 
on your fiction section, | used to 
Nip tight through it, but in dssoe 75, oy 
interest wae piqued by fhe short story 
“Or Die Trying.” ) was aaumed at bow 
good that story was! in the Bookshelt 
section of thot save issuer, then wees 


an article, “Maran Jade’s Greatest Hits,” 


which made me wart te read all of the 
Expanded Universe books, fhe profern 
is I. don't Keow where to start. Oa pow 
think yao could inclade a chrouraiagical 
list af ad the EL! books fo help ait offer 
fans and myself that are just starting 
to read them? That would be proaf 
Thanks. anid keep up the good work! 
C.A. Gates—Fort Calling. CO 


We're glad you stopped to smell the 
roses. We think the fiction department 
of Insidie—which we are now calling 
“Jedi Lisrary"—really i one of our best 
departments, and the original short 
Steies we frequently showcase are just 
Ing on the cake, Be sure bo check aut 
1his Sue's story fram Tenothy Zahn, 
“Changing Seasons Part ll: People of 
ihe Guardian,” which is a conclusion 
to the Slory that began in lesue 76, |? 
you don't hive that issue, you can log 
on to starwars.com Hyperspace to need 


Parti, Are thanks for the suggestion of 
a chronology for tha Expanded Universe 
books, We'll certainty keep ihat in mind 
for a future issue of insider. 


End of an Era? 

After witching the final chapter of the 
Clone Wars microseries an the Carfioan 
Network. | felt a hoge sadness, Since 
the animated production is supposed to 
bea precursor to the events of Episode 
HA, d fett dike | was watching the ond 
of an era. Seeing General Grievous 
so hamfily dispose of a praup of Jed 
Many! te paver ard? think ww 
of them stood a chance, |f makes rie 
wander whe wil! be fis meat wedi 
and, Mord important. who wil? ie thre 
one te eventually defeat him? What 
frie fijentevrs me fe Chart dey he titre 
hes defeated, ao mhany Jel wall nave 
already Jost [hee ves, which leads 
ug te Star Wars: Episode Iv A New 
Hope. where fhe Jedi and Heir waps 
are long forgotten. f wins wondering 
fit was fost me whe felt this wary, oF 
Ye there are offer peame who fmel that 
wher Episode Ni is released, it might 
just be the darkest, most touching and 
dbemrtireaking Wim yet? May the Force 
be with pou 

shaun lordan—Nisn, Wo 


We too wore very shocked to see 
General Griewous mow down so mary 
powerful Jed) amd catth such relative 


Base. However, his actions fueled a fire 
that we hope to see extinguished in 
Episode tll. 8 for wito will detest himn— 
well, It'S anyone's mess. In Case you 
haven't heard, the Cartoon Netecrck will 
be airing five rare episodes (12 minutes 
each!) ina Clane Wars rinseries. [hat 
begins in Klarch 2005 (sist this issue's 
“Shiwalking” seclion for mone: details, 
So, al beest you'll Get more of a taste 
of what te expect when Episode lil is 
released next Klay, You are correct, 
though: The new film looks to be even 
darker and more sinister in nature than 
evan The Finqgine Sinkes Gaci, and that 
will be quite a feat, indeed. 


All in the Family 

My neat aed I really he Star Wiors 
ied we've walched avery maowle fo 
Bethe, We absolutely can't walt to 
see Episode |i, What do you girys do? 
Ge you just answer fon mail? 

John Appicbhy—Warrenten, VA 


Join, your lether brings back a flood of 
memories for the staff, Most of us sat in 
a theater next to our parents mot browne, 
what to expect. It wasn'tuntil the lights 
came on thet any of us really knew what 
hit us, and none of us knew how the 
first trilogy would profoundly affect all 
our lives. As for what we do here at 
Insider? Wii, Wwe watch the first tive 
fine cver and over again. We only pause 
ootasionally to produce a magazine, 
which includes answering fan mal, But 
we wouldn't haw it ary other way! 


Not Just Gibberish 

(see all these srrrmbots in the covers 
of your magazine and acar headlines 
(figure that they must be Gasic, Can 
you tel! me where / can Jeam (ft? Gr 
better yet. cauld you pul a section 
int fee fiat fesae frat ealaies the 
hearing af ach sernibol? 

Cody Griy—Shrewsbury, Pa 


Cody, many of us are beginning to wonder 
if you're Simply seeing things because 
WE can't find these symbols anywhere, 


Gown 


Hower, in The “Republic Halecet Mews" 
section fahich is no langer running within 
the gages of esiger), Uhere ane a hamedful 
of ssmbéals running down the sides and 
along the bottom of the pape. These 
symbols are a written form of Basic 
called “Aurebesh.” However, thera are 
riany wiltten languages in the Star Wars 
universe, and we will definitely cansider 
providing sone explanation of each in 
Tulure iS sues, 
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As caiih all our readers, wet low: bo hear 
fram eeeryone, To hear fron drat that 
if as lonpstanding as you is especially 
fratifying. As you can fell, there have 
been a few changes made to Insider 
(and by now, you must be accustormad 


to a litte change throughout the years), 


but we hope pou will continue to take 
The journey wilh us as we soeed toward 
lhe contiugaon of the film saga and 
bevel, AS pat of te “new” Jrigicher, 
et ane including Banther Tracks in each 
issue, and itis there that we will feature 
stones. and photos. from other collectors 
and fans. Moving forward, we will use 
“Comillink” (formerndy "Fiabel Rumblings") 
to strictly anawer letters. Mow you can 
have your Wooklee cookies and eat 
then, tea. 


THE BATTLE 
RAGES ON IN 


Millic, thanks for your lother. Most peck 
never mention the touching lowe story 
that is happening within Episode ll, and 
thera ara probably many young fans out 
there like you who view Hayden amd Nat 
alle's characters as positive role models. 
And while we feel “obsession” isn't always 
@ good thing, it's great to knee your pas 
sian for Star Wess burns anew, and we 
hope you will be with us the 131 of the 
way as we me toward Episode Ill, 


SERIES—NOW IN PAPERE 


“Full of battles, 


chases, and 
hairbreadih 
ESCapes...aN 
Intellipently 
concelved 
and execuled 
nail-biter.” 


THE SAGA OF 
SEVEN SUNS 


From New York Times bestselling 
author Kevin J. Anderson 


—#aoklisf 


A 
Usa TODAY 
Summer 


ere e an Book Pick 
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FA titanic war sweeps across the Spiral Anni— 
Suns are extinguished and planets destroyed. 
Chairman Weneeslas and King Peter must now 
unify the human race in a final bid 
to stand toscther—or Bee otal annihilation, 


“Weaves action, 
romance and 

| science with 
a nowsing 
plot... This 
Baga soars.” 

—Prinishers 
AVAILABLE IN HARDCOVER 
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A Featured Alternate of the 
Science Fiction Hook Club 





By The Fans. For The Fans. 


The Star Wars fan experience. 

If you're not a Star Wars fan, you may hear that phrase 
and immediately think of costumed fans camped out for 
months, waiting for the next Star Wars film. On the 
surface, our experience might simply look like a series 
of theater line camp-outs and Jedi Knight costumes. 

But there’s more... 


ans of the GFFA (that's Galany Fir, Far 

Away for those who need a primar on 
Star Wars acrenymis| know we have 2 
nich oxpenence and history. This issue 
of Banitha Tracks highlights what could 
be called a total fan experience: a fan 
and Hyperspace member on the film set 
of Episode (ll; a ‘thank-you’ from a fan 
to George Lucas and the sage creators: 
one fan watching Star Wars: A New Hope 
thousands—that’s thousands—of times: 
local fan groupe helping aut their carr: 


MUNRIES; plus snapshots. of fans |ust 
having fun with Star Wars. 
farting with this. issue, Gantha Tracks, 

the newsletter all about fans celebrating 
Star lave, will aapear in every issue of 
insider. in addition to the printed wore, 
Banta Traces is mow oniine wilh biweekly 
updates for Hypersnace mernbers on 
Slarwars Cont, 

Read about some of lhe total fan ex- 
perience in these papes, and then share 
yours with Banthe Treacis, 


RERUN OF THE JEDI 


207 Jume 1, 2004, Devin Ley 

den had watched Siar vars: 
A New Hope S012 times, That's 
3012 viewings of the Oevestetar 
cheng non the Tartive iM More 
than 2000 trenéh runs. Thre 
thousand and tah times that 
Han has shot... 

Most Star Wars fans point to 
Ihe Gin as the foundation of their 
fan experience, but it's fair to sey 
Loyien has taken that axpenenca 
to a whole new favel. 

How did he pet started? 

Leyden was 12 years old the 
first time he sew what then was. 
called simply Star Wars. He and 
his frend Jason rode ther bicycles 
almost daily past the ald Sutter 
Theater in Yuba City, California, 
and ihe theater's advertisements 
Tor the camming space fantesy film 
attracted their attentian, 

“The theater staff put up butcher 
pager in the windows and had 
Gran TIE fighters and X44ingss on 
the paper.” says Leyden. “Jason 
and | knew wa wanted ta see it.” 

Leyden, who wee a fan of Satur 
day sci-fi television, says he wes 
expecting a movie like the TW 
shows. “When | saw the apening 


# Sle Wes Donde 





Levin Leyden cutude the chidhood home of his. Star Wars-viewing 
oneesion, fee Suter Theaner in Yuba City, Calilomia 









IN THIS ISSUE: 
* Rerun of the Jedi 
* Thanks from a Fan 
* Star Wars Dream Trip 
« The Way We Were 
* Bantha Tracks Art Galaxy 
* Galaxies Fan Fest 
an Tastic 


crawl of Star Wars, my jaw dropoed 
and hit the ground,” he says. “You 
couldn't see the wires in Steyr Wars!” 

He was hooked with the frst 
viewing. Through the reat of the 
summer of LOTT, Leyden would go 
to the Sutter and sit through Sitar 
Wars soreenings all day. After five 
Of Sik weekends, the (eater gener 
tel him he didn't haves to pay anny: 
more, When Leyden meached 10m 
vitwings, the owner invited a re 
parker fram the Yioba Clb Apocal 
Genmacrrt bo interview him. In fact. 
it was the theater owner, a true 
fan mentor, who first thought to 
keep track of the number of tines 
Leyden saw the filrn. 

After so many viewings, some 
met think the original Star Wars 
film would lose its luster, but 
for Leyden, some of the old 
Magic rernains., 

“) Still Get a kik ek ef iL,” Says 
Leyden. “Siar Wars; A Mesa Hope 
i& Still ery Fawdeite: film, The shory is 
éaciling. and the characters are so 
well noureaied.” 

The film invokes a powerful 
smnse of nostalgia for Leyden, 
too, who says he can silll see the 
Sutter Theater avery time he hears 
the Star Wars theme. 

“I'm back sitting in the middle 
ad the theater, too excited ta eat 





iy PopSet until the Star Destreyer hes 
Near away,” he says. Sane soenes make 
him stop what he's doing even now so 
he can watch the scre|n, tox. 


The ticket booth of the Sutter, which Leyden 
describes a4 being “a cool, okHachioned, one 
screen thrater” back in 1577 


“| always look when the Tusken Raker 
surprises Luke,” he says, “and when Han 
and Luke Bot the two stormitreapers' uni- 
forms. | lows the trench run and ahve 
wateh the dogfight scemas." 

Leyden hes watched Tha Empire 
Strikes Back more then 600 times and 
Retin of the Jedi rare than S00. He 
may be looking farward to the DVD re- 
lease of the original trilogy more than 
most fans. 

“lve worn out four copies of ihe orig 
nal film,” ha says. “l watch the Special 
Edition mond mew, because | dont warit 
to wear out the last orginal thet | have. 1 
can't wait for the OVO release so] don't 
have ta worry about wearing out tapes.” 

On fhe suiject of the Special Edilians, 
Leyien appreciates mash af ihe Soares 
that ware added, 

“IF heed my way, George (Lucws) 
would hawe to put back all the scenmas 
he took out of the film,” hea says. “But 
it's George's galaxy, and he’s given us 
a chance to come into that galaxy. I'll 
always be true to the fact that Han shot 
first...Abut Tn glexd for what George has 
gut int Whe film,” 

Any viewing foals for the future? 

*| am Boing to try to hit S500 viewings 
by Gelabratlon tll,” he says. 





Learn about vour local 501 


Thanks from a Fan 


isa CameroreNonlest, a writer by pro wander if 

fession, started this letter as a thank: dr rather, | word 
you to Geonme Lucas, len realized, Mas 
in beer words, “that it was really much 
broader than ane man, no matter how 
great his vision.” She wrote her thanks 
not only to George but also to mambers 
af the cast, craw, and “any and all who 
meke Star Wars what it is..7 

Liga’s Words, reprinted here in Sania 
Tracks, $pedan well for many of us who 
realize thal because of the Star Wars 
Saga, our les are different. 


Fo ve been thanked propery 
if you ean ever traly 


Heal bes 









I'm mire that there are bigger ota 
ut there than yours traly. | 
LIDOper armor oF 
number al my eal 
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math, [ raasliz 
[ have epent liberally Galf of my Iie br 
etate of eulld anieipation for the next Sar 
Wars movie. | was six yeare old when Star 
+ vail, and | 
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art endeavors. More than thal, ucugt c 
you eomehow made it poaalble to fold tla 
backwiLnt Gye : 
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Star Wars Dream Trip: 
To the Set of Episode III 


Hilé iS true that all Star Vlars fans 

enjoy their own unique fan geri: 
ence, few have been able to da what 
Starwars.com Hyperspace member Ary 
Somenshy dk: Sif near George Lucas on 
the set and watch him film the nest Star 
Wiars rreic, 

Te celebrate the launch 
of starwars.com Hyper- 
sgacd last summer, fans 
were invited ta write a 
1o0esord mack set di- 
ary about something 
thay might se on the 
set of Episode Il The 
prize for the enbry judged 
the best: a trip te Syd- 
ney, Australia, and a day 
on the £6 of Boisode Ill 
shadowing Lucaesfilr's 
Pablo Hidales. Hidaka 
operated the wear 
dumirg filrringt in Sydney, 
which Gagured inngies 
fram preduction for Hyper 
spac, His dey set diary 
and the webcam images 
word caperly devoured 
by Hyperspace members 
around the world, 

*| found out about the 
contest on the GHicial 
Site.” says Somenshy, & 
biologist fran Mew Jersey. “was check 
ing probably every day to see whal was 
Boing on with the weboan and to read 
Pablo's diary.” 

Soniensiky, whoa says She “doesn't 
write at all,” i inbereshed in Padmé's 
Character and decided to come up with 
an entry based on lhe Senator from Ma- 
bed rather thanoan a technical aspact of 
filmmaking, She thought about her entry 
over the weeles, then wrate and adited it 
“in aoout half an hour” the weekend be- 
fare the deadline. 

On August LO, 2003, Somensky’s err 
try was. Chosen 5 the best: 

TIES COMimn Star Wars Anwedme 
thet Peamé wil become the mother at 
Luke and Lele. Saying that, today was 
Natalie Partner's first castunte Witting 





1a Star Wore fnskte 


wil @ prositeiie dally She is dressed 
Aone of Pactnd's normarous oestnes, 
fis one bong a few in 2 lipht shade 
of pure quite oentiing a Senstor and 
motiertoebe, As Natale admires her 
pregnant selr in the mirror, Ewan tic. 


Any Sarrenskhy Fees a crosshairs in thee prope departrert, at Fos Spucese 


Grego cones along and slay congratee 
Jates Natalio on ber mew anniv Ae asks 
whe the fetter fs, Natalie outs ber hea 
down, caresses her belly and mutters, 
“Jay Jar Binks.'" 

“The first thing | did was call everyone 
| knew,” says Somensky about leaming 
that her entry had won. “|eouldn't be 
liewe it for a while: then it finally sunk in.” 

Somensky and her mother, a travel 
AGent, were supposed to be in Spain the 
Week thal the tig to Sydney was sched 
uled. They quickly Changed their plaris, 
and (the pair lew to Sydney lopether. 

What inipressed Somensky the most 
an the Episode Il set at Fox Studies 
in Sydney? 

“The first thing | noticed was how many 
people then were.” she says. “| knew 


There would be a lot of makeup ard 
technical people, but There were peop: 
Shanding everyahere you locred, | knew 
there would be lime between takes, 
Loo, but was surpeesed how long and 
how much,” 

4 highlight for Somensky was whan 
Hidsizo found her a place to sit in front 
of the plasma monitors, the “video vil- 
lage” used by George Lucas and his craw 
for watching filming. “| wes. sitting prob 
ably three feet away fram George Luces,” 





Sydrey. Australia. 


she says. “| could haar everything he was 
saying: he would fo beck end forth to the 
actors on the set. He has a vision. He 
knows exeoth what thet is." 

Sormensky recalls that the actors 
seemed to have fun during the filming. 

“| noticed that Ewan would twirl hes light 
saher around between lakes, and he 
locvkesdd Gike: Fes was esijeryirg it," 

In addition be her tink On the Set wilh 
Hidalgo, Samensky toured the different 
Sound stages, plus the prop, costume, 
ard creabun shops, 

“The prop roam was oy favorite. Thera 
were toys everywhere,” Somensky says. 
"You could sit on things, play around. 
That was awesome. Ty (Telger, Episode 
Il Property Mester) was really into it and 
willing to tell you all about everything. | 


(COMT IH LED I 


5 Full-length Movies 
* one Deluxe Set! 








THE MoOWwiE COLLECTION 


p : . First Time Together 


on OV@. Including: F 

* Introductions and 
audio commentaries by ; * 
J. Michael Straczynski and cast, 
members on each disk. 


- The Gathering 
- In the Beginning 
- Thirdspace 
- The River of Souls 
- A Call To Arms . 
An out-of-this-world featurette, 
Creating The Future, that explores 
how science fiction and the series 
i have influenced each other. 
4 A? - New digital Widescreen transfer 

on four of the movies. 
S-OfScrcat.Leeroa = ‘ f 

ease * Dolby Digital 5.1 Audio. 
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liked that they Nad a few "dead" batile 
draids on the oor. There was a whole 
table of guns, and a whale ox full of 
lighteabers_” 


“ltwes cool ta meet Pablo.” adds Somer 


shy, who Sey8 she thinks he leks different | 


in person than he does on the wetearn, 
“Pablo is aur link to everything that's 
happening. The fans like when he comes 
on and chats; iey call him ‘Pabs."" 

Bamenghy notes (hal scene para pllee she 
knows Seem fo welch the webcam day 
and might. “I doen't Kaw how they do it." 
she acts, Somensky's strategy is to read 
the time stamps. find interesting things 
that have happened, than go and book st 
the specific shots sha wants to see. 

Tht trip to tha set of Episode ill was 
a fan's dream come true, to be sure. Is 
Somensky more excited ta see the film 
now tat she has seen the sets and heed 
4 glimpse of hor the filen is trace? 

“Definitely. The film is 30 far away, but 
Once YOU aciually see things and thirik 
about what's going to happen, il makes 
yOu More eucied,” she says. 

Somensky i locking forward to seeing 
the Wikies Ongereen, saying she ap- 
preciates (hat Bridge to the original tril- 
ogy. She adds thie it will be sad to see 
Obi-Wan ard Anakin Aghting, consider 
ing their chose friendship, but concludes, 
“It's a dark time. It has to be. The story 
at this time can't be light and cheery— 
it's the worst time in the galemy.” 

Even after her visit to ihe set, Somer- 
sky has questions she wants answered 
in Episode tll: 

« Did Oban know Chewbacca? 

« Will Padkné die? 

«Will we see other characters that we 
know trom the original trilegy in additian 
to Chewhaoca? 

«Will we learn why Dagobah seems 
strangely farniliar bo Luke Skywalker? 

And here's a fish ef whom Somensiey 
Hatipeiss Ee Seed rete Many: 

«Grand Moff Tarkan. “i don't know if 
Fee" Eee in there cor ret.” 

* A young Han Salo. “Even just walking 
around somewhere.” 

«Ob: Wan Keno) “walking Into the 
Tatooine desert delivering Luke to Uncle 
Owen and Aunt Beru.” 

Soransky plang to see Episode ll at 
one of the charity screenings with her 
cousin Brian, whe is, she says, * pr 
ably the biggest Star Wars fan | know 
besides me,” 





(The Way 





Local Fan Events 
Coming Soon! 
Chicago Force 

Summer Fun 

This summer, Chicago Foros gets back 
to-what crew them to Star Wars in the 
first placa: the movies! Backyard Orie 
In Theater wil be held on Wanous. week- 
ends andl will feature an LOD vides 
projector with an B-foot screen. In 
August they plan their annual Wizard 
World Dinner Ga to chinageforce org 


for more into. 
Thanks to Prale Satoman 


We Were 


Gertha Tracks wants the scoop on 
your local fan club, too. Pell ws how you 
fot started, why your club is unique, 
how you revitalized a flagging club, or 
about your club"s upcoming events. 
Figase e-mail banthatracks@ insider. 


1560. Fabia Hidalgo, Lucasfilm's webcam 
Star aed ihe Grains sehr bear's “Ask 
Lhe Pllestes,” pictured then with Ais. monn 
and his brandew Xing. 


Halloween Submission Request 


alling all Steyr Wars costumers! Bantha Tracks wants your Star Wars Mallen 
Sfe lume pictures! In Banthe Tracks lsoue 49, coming in iresiger #78 this fall, 
we T) show off your Hallaween ere - ~ 
Biivity with @ special gallery of Sitar 
Wars Costumes from years past, 
Fromn LOTT through 2003—any year, 
any character. 

Thad Smoyer of Roca, Nebraska, 
sent ws this photo from 1380, ihe 
year he dressed as the fearsome 
Sith Lord, Darth Vader. 


Plaase send your photos to 
banthatracks i insideretarwars. 
om. You can also snaihnail photos 
to Bantha Tracks, c/o Mary 
Franklin, Lucasfilm, P.O. Box 
10278, San Rafael, CA 94912. 
For mare information, please soc 
The Bantha Tracks submission puide- 
lines on page 18, 





formats. Archived at starwarsatomfilms.com. 


Bantha Tracks Art Galaxy _ 


Star Wars Fan Films 2002-2004 available in .avi and .mpg 








the droid, in Gi perce reer 
Dade Cie, Aorta 









fe Meare 


ethe and rider by Monte 





Bewruy hurler, ging fora lmile refreshment, 


W ant to see your Stay Mars artwork in 
print? Send electron submissions 
to banthatrachs @insidersatarwars. 
eom, You may also mail your masher 
picoes to Bantha Tracks, c/o Mary 
Franklin, Lucasfilm, P.O. Box 10228, 
San Rafael, CA $4912. For more infor 
matan about submitting to Bantha Tracks, 
plBAse see Ihe guidelines on page 1B. 














eis Wa ars Galaxies Fan 


Online gamers meet face to face in Anaheim 





From the 
Jet Michels (Rakien Darksteiders, 
D C Belli, Areva Ley 
7 Or Aa: rtines 
hun (Tieriff 


Gorath server, let to right: 
Bre “tt 


ski 








0) nJune 4 and 5, 1200 hardcore peer 
ing fans. dascended upon Anshein, 
California. for tha first-ever Star Wars 
Galawes Fan Feet. Players of Sorry Ore 
ling Entertainment and LucasArts” wildly 
popular massively roultiplayer online 
role-playing, Game were able to reset 
each other in person, speak with the 
developers direcily, descuss important 
Bare issues, and gel a peck at what's 
COMing on the Galawies honzon, 


Star Mies Galasins players create their 
an Characters for playin the online vir 
bual Star Wears world, amd the Fan Fest 
prow that the true drawing power 
of the game lias in thase Imaginative 





nirus f Bull fin the raid ¢ 





Ore of the pi 
trio, featuring Lead Designer Kirk Black. 
fans. Players may have come to the fest 
for advice, news, and events, but many 
Made riew triers with whom they will 
share their passin for tne game for a 
long Line to come, 


Thet Exvllroom of the Hilton Anaheim, 
discorated with spotlights of the Rebel, 
Imperial, and Mearcanary insignias are 
with the shimmering gold Galawes lage, 
was the focal pint of the festival. Fri: 
day morning key Galaaes 
Team members met in the 
ballroom with fans, invdt: 
ing comments ard ideas. 


Rich Vogel, Commoenity 
Relations Manager Kavin 
O"Hara, and Galawes Pro- 


crowd had to sevy. 


“These games evolve arid 






enITY says Barnes, “and that's 


why we're here—to get 
your input.” 


d their 


enaluus, 


i stops in the Live Acventure was this fearon 


Lead Space Designer Cinco 
Barnes, Exocutee Producer 


ducer Haden Blackman lis- 
fanned to what the capacity 


take on a life of (hei cen,” 










The de 


meet the fares 


Glopers 





Over the week- 
end the players 
Sitended forums 
Bnd behind-he- 
SCENES Presents 
tions, including art 
aesign and motice- 
Caplure Sessions, 
The pare, Says ibs 
tivclopers, is de- 
sigmid to prow, 


“This. garre isn't about ws, the devwelogers,” 
says Blackman, “it's about you, the fans. 
This is. your gama, your workd, and we're 
hare to serve you best.” 


A gathering of amers cannot be all foruns 
and panels. of course, and some at ihe 
COTVention enjoyed other pares im their 
CoaTiime. Many parlicipabed in a scan 
anger hint in which they earned “credits” 
and prizes fer antics like singing the Stay 
Wars cantina melody and performing sho 
reagraphy learned from Gates’ ubiqui- 
tous online enbertaingrs, 


The festival concluded with the rousing 
debut of Galawes’ first expansion, “Jump 
to Lightspeed.” 


Star Mars Galaxies fans have purchased 
half a million copies of the game are 
created 1.2 milli¢n characters, There 
are 130,000 individuals playing each day 
with BOJO00 paying simultaroust cach 
night across all the servers, 


Thanks to Mug Sterbentov 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER! 
il STAR WARS TRILOGY NOUELS FOR KIDS. ec 


_ 
4 : And reintroducing the Complete 
jig ‘ Star Wars Trilogy Scrapbook 
. by Mark Cotta Yoz—featuring 
ue a.fotally new. redesigned 
interior with new, exciting images. 
rm =. 2 a 
All Avaliable Now Wherever BOOKS Are Sold. ~ 
i 


3004 Locuri Lid i™. Al gt mourned. Led poder aceite, 


SCHOLASTIC and asieckaled loge ane tradeara f 
Sivie e SCHOLASTIC 


Fan. Tastic 


Actor Mike Quinn [Retunn of the Jedi) and Stews 








Unity 


California Stay Wars fans got tostether for an 
evening they called “Unily" on Friday night, Apal 
30 in San Francisea, Galifarnia. Fans from the 
5OL* Golden Gate, Central, and Sacramento 
Garrisans, from the Rebel Legion Endor base, 
the South and East Bay Star Wers Clubs, the 
Black Fleet, San Francisco Fan Force, Sacramento 
Valley Ropue Foroe, and Bey Area Rogue Squacl- 
ron gathered to honor the menoary of their friend 
and fellow Star Mars fan Chanel Vaneoek (read 
moce on Vanecek in Baitha Tracks, insides 273), 


Sansweet and Mary Franklin from Lucashilm 
celebrated with the fans, 

“think the best part oF the cvont was secing. 
So many people fram so many different groups 
together in one rocen fora common purpose,” ses Bridget, a member af ihe Sacraments Valley Rogue Force. “Even people who 
had never met suddenty found themselves on common ground and started carversations like old friends.” 





Showin. Fal 


Pre) ais bo Were 1 


Line 


Maestro of the Force 


Members of the Mitwest Garrison of the Soi 
Légion vwlunbeered their servicas at Star Wier 
saga composer John Williams’ concert at Orches- 
tra Hall in Chicago, Illinois, this pest Newember, 
The Garrison, with the help of the Chicage Syr- 
phony Orchestra staff, presented Williams with 
an honorary membershag to the Garison and gifts, 
including the Garrison's embroidered patch and 
a S01 Legion poko shart. 

The Garrison helped usher puests to their seats and provided 
some Star Wars a@enkdanee, (hen watched tha sold-out show 
Tram monitors insede ie hall, Thee performance included 
suites fram Star Wars and irdjana Jones as well as music 
Williams composed for other films such as Harry Potter, 
Supennian, Jaws, and Hook, 






At Last, We Will Read to the Jedi 


The Star Wars Society of San Antonio donned cos- 
turns and makeup, and helped make the 2004 
“Read Across America” an event thet the students 
at Meadow Village Elementary will not soon target. 
Pistured is member Roy Gutierrez reading te at- 
tontive youngsters. 

“The students responded with ciweh enthusiasen 
fo the costumed characters by ashing for autographs. 
as Well ao asking questions.” says member Pater 
Gonzales. “Our group is hexyping to mavke this a 
Veer vert af Meadow Villigeae,” 


TH ree oY el 
Thats fo Pater Gaines 
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Die-Cast Collectibles From |The Original 
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X-wing 
Starfighter. 


Eollect),All 3 
ee) ©} ial i pt 1 = 
i =) | 


“STAR. 
WARS 
Eollectibles 

CODE 3 


COLLECTIBTES 
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Relive the Excitement 

Relive the excitement of the orginal 
Star Wars tnlogy wilh these die-cast 
metal collectibles of some of the most 
famous Star Wars vehicles. Each 
replica cones with a custoniized 
display base and stand and a limited 





edition certificate. In addition you will 
recelvé a specialized magnetic tool to 
remove and maplace panels exposing 
the intenor detail of the ship, and a 
custom-made box to store your 
die-cast panels. Each replica is a 
limited edition so order today! 








See 30 Imaging OF The Millennium Faficon & X-wing Starfighter At 


wwwyw.code3.net/classic 





Source code: SWeEPSI 





Editorial 
And What’s in 
It for Me2 


his Spring, the Official Star Wars Fan Clute 

came home to Lucasfilm. 

if you are a member of Hyperspace: The 
Official Stay Mis Fan Club or if you read 
aoout the change on starvars.comn, you've 
heard the plirase ‘home to Lucastilm’ at 
ready. And you might have wondered ust 
exactly what it means for you. 

You might have raad the ads that list the 
speciic benefits of the remadehed Chik: 
minbers pet cachusive discounts 
and purchase power at the online 
shore, SlarlWarsShop.ocen; they en- 
joy the great online benefits of Hy 
perspace, including Episode Ill 
documentaries, exclusive photos, and 
features; and they receive Star Wars 
Insider, the official magagine. You've heard 
about the membersanty Fan Glib breakfasts 
and taclusive benefits at the really big event: 
Star Wars Celebration 1, And if you read 
anu the Fan Club breakfast at Camic- 
Con, you know that the fans recewed some 
cod vintage collectibies from Lucasfilm's 
Licensing archives. > 

Lots of stuff, Lots of benefits. Lots of 
talk, But is this really a batter Fan Club? 

From where this fan sits, yes itis. Remember when you got 
your old Bantha Trncks naweletiers. and you knew they cane 
right from Lucasfilm? There was excitement knowing your Star 
Wars ness came fron the source and a kind of comfort kraw- 
ing that peaple at the company that created your favorite films 





were aking Ue line Lo fll you in. The team that produces Hy- 
perspace, the Star Hers Online Store, and Barta Tracks are 
fight here at Lucastilm, right at the center of the action. 

With the Fan Club home at Lucasfilm, you can attend a special 
event knowing somecne from Lucasfilm telped plan the fan 

programs and schedule the guest stars. 

’ Wen You gel your bag of collectibles 
at the next Fan Club breakfast, you'll 
? honor Someone from Lusastlm dug 
; re the bowes on the shelves sind 
dusted off the gifts for your bag. 

Lucasfilm is spending so much time on 
Star Wars fans because Lucasfilm cares 
about the fan community and wants to be 
directly invotved with if. Thera’s a bet te 
do with raking a film, marketing il, and 

lirensing merchandise, but the staif at 
This relatively srnall cornpariy wanls bo 
f help continue to build an active fan com- 
 rriunity that will last for years, 
It's both comforting and exciting. And it 
bodes well that the Official Star Wars Fan 
Club will be wiih us for wears to come. 


Get in rigs Track! 
yy. Franbbar 


Editor, Bantha Tracks 
























| Ona personal note, I'd like to thank Lisa 
Stevens, President of the Orica! Star Wars Far Chit 
and GEO of Pao Publishing, for the opoortunity to work 
on Bantha Tracks eile ! worked for her et Paizo. Lisa reintre 
dueed Bantha Tracks and worked Hard to make the Fan Club 
inte a community again. 


Bantha Tracks 


| Submission Guidelines 


ry Ciginal art, emaclope art, comics, illustrations, naws, stores, meet- 

ing, information, or any materials voluntarily submitted become the 
property of Banta Tracks, No compensation will be Fiven for voluntary 
submissions, and there is mo puarantee of publication. Submissions te 
Bantha Tracks will not be returned, Each submission must include the 
creator's name, age, contact information, date the work wes created, and 
8 statement that the work is original, creabed by the person submitting it, 
and that the person is a member of Hyperspace: The Official Star Wars 
Fan Club. Send electronic files to banthatrache@insiderstarwars.com, 
of send your snail mail to Bente Tracie, c/o Mary Franklin, Loeas- 
film, P.O. Box 10228, San Rafael, CA 94912, 
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YOU'LL NEED A LITTLE LUCK 
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PHANTOM Unseen enemies and unknown dangers lurk within ‘he Phantom Menace expansion 
ce This new, S0-card set intraduces fcky characters and ships that are hard to bit 

MENAI eee. and difficult to avoid. 

ara int Dhoose your side and continue the epic struggle 

www ewizards.com/stearwaears 


Official Star Wars Web Site wwwestarwars.com 6 EC et oa Pcs 
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From he World of Loss finn 





Detalls About the Star Wars 
Trlogy DVDs Released 


J nless you've recently been living 

P inthe swamps of Dagobah, you're 
well aevare that the orginal trilogy Dvos 
are set for release an September 211, 
2OCH. In addition to the films, tans will be 
treated to mare than 10 hours of bars 
Tetedal. “Knowing how excited Star Wars 
fans are ahout this release, wep work: 
ing very herd ta make the films laak ane 
Sound spectacular and to deliver a BvD 
collection that will be truly reson,” 


eee Ae Te a cei 





said Jim Ward, vice president of market- 
ing and distibution et Lucestiinn Lid., ard 
the DVD's executive producer. 

Available in both widescreen ane full: 
frarme formats in the U.S. (and wick 
Screen only intemationally), the thre 







films. in the Star Wars trilogy, Star Wars: 
Episode (Vv 4 New Hane, Episode Vo The 
Empire Strikes Beck, and Episode V1 
Return of the Jed, will be newly restore 
and rernastered by renowned finn Lowry 
Digital lrniages and presented in Beolby 
Digital 5.1 Surraund EX. Each film alge 
INCIUdES new Commentary by George 
Lucas anid cast ard crew members, ineliet 
ing direetor Irvin Kershner, actress Carrie 
Fisher, sound designer Ben Burtt and in- 
@ustrial Light & Magic's Dennis Muran. 

A fourth disc in fhe collection includes 
an additional four hours of added-value 
material that brings remarkable new depth 
and insight into the making of the three 
films and the beaader Star hare sara. 

The comerstone of this. fourth dise is 
Empire of Oreamns: The Story af tie Star 
Mars Tigger. The tecand-a-half hour dac- 
UMantary traces the evolution of Star 
Wars from a low-budget, laboretleve 
Space 5608 to 8 rive phenamencan that 
détied the odds arid rerreibed the rules, 
AL its core, Empire of Oneams tells the 
story of an independent filmenaker who 
had to innovate and invent an entirely 
new way of creating motian pictures. 

Fealuring all-new interdews with Lucas 
and rere than 40 members. of the cast 
and crew from all three films, Enyoire af 
Creams also includes appearances by a 
host of filmmakers and media personal 
lies along with neverbefore-seen behind 
tht-scenes footage fram the making af 
the three films. This new documentary 
brings viewers ihe most comprehensive 
look yet at 6 filmmaking pioneer whe tri 
umphed agaenst the odds to create ar 
endunng modern fairy tale that has capti- 
vated the world. 

Be sure you'r onboard with ws for 
Shar Wis Insider #78 when we tales a 
complete iredepth kak at this spectac- 
lar collection, 
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Sigleous Ill Release Bate 
Announced 


It's mow time 
te put specula- 
tien and rumor 
aside as the re 
lease diate for 
ihe final film in 
lhe Ste bears 
saga ts officially 
set, Star Wars 
Episode lil will 
ber released 

in theaters in 
the U.S. and 
Canada with 4 — 
NearFsimultaneous worldwide release an 
Thursday. May 19, 2005. Meaiegcers irt 
Japan will have to wail until July 2005, 
whith iS the traditignaél meth for Star 
Wars premieres, Exact information for 
other countries outside of the U5. and 
Canada is conning shortly, so keep check- 
ing starwars.com for full details as May 
2005 aporoaches. 

In North America, May has been the 
longstanding release month for Star Wars 
films, dating all the way back to Episode 
Win iS7?. As an interesting aside, here 
are the North American release dates for 
ihe previous films in the Star Wars saga: 


Star Wors: Eplsode 1 4 Mow Hope: 
May 25, 2o77 





Star Wor Episode V¥ The Enolne Strikes Bacle 
May 21, 1900 


Star Wars: Eplsode Vi Return of the Jaa 
hay 28, 183 


Star Wave: Eplaoda | The Panton Maracas 
May 19, 199 


Star Ware: Eplaode 1 Attach of the Clones: 
May 16, AMZ 


Return of the Clones 


Newly Created Onc-Hour 
Animated Miniseries Coming 
March 2005 


Fallowing the galactic success of the ani- 
rated Star vias: Clone bears, Lucasctilr 
Lid. and Cartoon Network will present 
tive acthon-pecked nighis of a brand-new 
Clone Wars minisenes Irom awarchaireing, 
animator Genny Tartakowsky, which will 
air March 21-25, 2005. 

While the original episodes of Star 
Wars: Clone Wars were just three mir 
wes long, each installment of the new 
Clone Wars animabed minigernes, whith 
has yet to be tithed, will be 12 minutes, 
prenesing viewers four times the excite 
Ment. adventure, and intrifut as they 
leeed inte the long-awaited Star Wars: 
Episocte 10, seteadiulesd for 
worldwide release in the- 
ater on May 19, 2005. 

Tartakowshy (Sarin Jack, 
Dexter's Laboratory), who pro 
duced the tirst highly rated, crti- 
cally lauded “micnseies,” will 
serve as director, co-scraenwinter, 
and executive producer of the mew 
Star Wars: Clone Vers anenaled mir: 
series. Cartan Network will air the 
nes Tiniseies wilh linnitesd Gomer 
cial interruptions. 

“We were peally impressed 
‘with the quality of ie anirneation 
and ihe storytelling abilities that Cartoon 
Nebwark and Gennely beaught to the first 
Star Wars: Chane Wins opisedes, and 
clearly viewers were, too, because the 
feedback we received about the mica 
sees was famiastic,” sacl Howard Rolf 
man, president, Luces Licensing. “This. 
new miniseries will brite even mare 
depth and excitement to the story of 
the Clone Wars, and will lead sewers 
right into the aiventures of Star Wars: 
Episode il.” 

“ILS a tremendous heir tor Carton 
Network to have been seleched by Lucas 
film to produce these new Star Wars 
stories because the Star Wars saga is 
one of the most popular and sucessful 
entertainnent peaperties in the wodd.” 
said Jim Samples, eeecutive vies presi- 
dent and general manager. Cartoon Met- 
work Worldaide, “Genndy thoroughly 
enjoyed the collaborative relationships wit 
built with Lucasfilm during the production 


of the first Crone Wars episodes and is 
beni eecited mew to be entrusted with 
furthering the shory line are! working wih 
such popular and enduring characters, 
This will truly be a ‘must-see’ for Star 
Wars fans and animation lovers.” 

Star Ware: Clone Wars continues the 
saga where the popular feature fin Stay 
Wars: Episode |l Attack of the Clones 
lett off and festures such fabled charac- 
ters as Yoda, Ob-Wan Kenobi, Padre 
Amidala, Mace Windu, and Anakin Sky- 
walker, The new miniseries will include 
an expanded role for a new villain, Gen 
eral Grievous. the military leader of all 
the Separatist armies who will play a 
pevatal role in Siar Wars: Episccle il, 



















“Yes, Your Highness” 


Queen Attends Orchestra 
Centenary Featuring Thame 
to Star Wars 


The Queen arid Duke of Edinburgh joined 
the London Symphony Orehestra (LS0) 
on Wednesday, June 9, 2004, for its cen 
lenary concert at London's Barbican. 

The royal pair chatted with fallow guests 
por te the concert, held in ald of the Lord 
Mayor's Appeal 2004—hlusic ard the Aris 
for Everyone. Cultura Secretary Tessa 
Jowell and Arts Minister Estelle Morris. 
also attended the concert, The LS0's 
first concert took place on June 3, 1904, 
at London's Queen's Hall, 

The Oh anniversary concert was 
braadcast live on Radio 3 and BBC Four, 
and besan wilh the naiional anthem, led 
by the orchestra's pancipal cormuctor, 
Sir Colin Davis. The concert included 





the last mowirent of Beethoven's Filth 
Syme@hory. a nod to the debut concert 
in 1904, which included the same piece. 
Wednesday's repertoire alsa included 
the thane to the fim Star Wars, originally 
recorded by the LS, and Mozart's Chia 
mi Seord, Cash raised fram the ticket 
sales will be used to boost the profile af 
music ancl arts edueation and comunity 
projects im London. 


“Can You Feel This?” 


THX 1136 Makes DVD Debut on 
September 14, 2004 


George Lucas’ witely mifuertial first film, 
the prescient futuristic adventure THA 
1135, will debut on DVD Septernber 14 
fram Wanner Home Video in a fycecligc 
Collector's Edition that will feature The 
George Luces Dvector’s 
Cut ef the film arid will 
retail for $26.99. THA 2138 
will #0 be available ira 
single-dise version with limited 
special features end will sell for 
- $179.97, Both versions will feature 

a complete digital restoration and will 
be presented in widescreen fornmnet 

(16e9 24:1) and Dolby Digital 5.1 
Sumrourd Sour. 

Made in 2O71, THY 2158 
marked the stunning debut of 
one of the screen's. mest 
innevative fknimekers and 
was produced by Francis Ford Coppalis 
and his revolutionary Amencen Zoetape 

sludioas, Produced al the height of the 
Amencen indapendent movement, THA 
Ii38 stars Robert Ouvell in & thought- 
peovahing! and wegualhy rich expkinaliar of 
a theme that would repeat itself through- 
Out Lucas’ Career: one man's quest to 
realize his own potential amid an oppress 
salve soclety. 

“THY T2358 is how | saw TOTO. it was 
dosigned as a metaphor for ther wary we 
were living at the time,” Lucas seid. "The 
world has taken @ sirange taist fren 
there, but | think the ideas that we ex- 
anuned in THX 12.98 are sill valid in the 
21" century.” 

Coppola said, “We were intent on 
nothing ess than changing the wey 
movies were being made, The triends 
who made the move to San Francisco to- 
Eelher wiih me in the late 1960s were 
reamarkeane filmmakers. Looking back, it 
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Was Pr  exte0rsinary ae defining pe 
ence for all of us." 
In acditien to the film, the OVE re- 





| ase of THY 12.358) The Geange Lucas 


Ovecta's Curt offers tea nie document 
tares, including «A Legacy af Filmmaners: 


| The Early Years of Amevican 2oetrape, a 


Tascinating chrariche af the birth and rise 
of the radically differant independent 
studio founded by director Francis. Ford 
Coppola TA 1238 had been positioned 
43 The first ina slate of films fram the 
neatly established independent studi. 

Although its original theatrical run was 
short, TH 2238 attracted an cnormous 
following. particularly among college stu- 
denis, and became one of the most influ 
errtial Tres of iS tire. Lucas said, “We 
‘waned to make a differant kind of film, 
and | hoge thet when gudiences see it 
tadey en DVO they will find it to be as in 
Tiguing a we envissoned.” 

"We are thrilled to be releasing this 
landmark movie, which gave the werkd 
meee of wha was to come from this 
lagendary filrmmaker,” said Michael 
Rediloff, WHY'S vice president of theat: 
fital Calalag marketing, 

Jim Ward, vice prasitant of merketing 
and gistribution for Luceshilim, said, “The 
CVD experience is going to be fantastic 
balk for the film's longtime admirers and 
viewers who are discovering it for the 
first time. From both @ visual and aural 














ure Wide dawister 


Slandpoint, TAY TI3Seis a remarkable 
an unigue movie, ad the OD wall pres- 
ent the experience with all of tha nuance 
and complesity that George Lucas created.” 

A bret theatrical peiease ef ihe filen will 
precede the DVO release and will begin 
on Seplember 10 in 20 cities including 
4nn Arbor, Mich. Austin, Texas: Boston: 
pee Los Angeles: Minneapeist Mew 
York: Prilade@ahiss San Francis: Seattle: 
Portland; and hers. Wore TAX Ti ae 
information and a downloadable trailer 
can be found at thel L3Smove.com. 


Battling Cancer 
Through Video Games 
LucasArts’ Eric Johnston Helps 


Ben Duskin Battle Cancer in 
Unique, Free Computer Game 


Thanks to Lucastirts’ Brie Joheste and 

the Greater Bay Area Make aWish Faun: 
dation, kids can “battle” canoer with a 
rec computer Game, the “wish” of nime- 
yoarmd leukemia patient Ben Guskin of 
Greenbrae. The ame was unveiled in 

early May te media acelairn, 

Ben 1% int remission fram leukemia. 
Throughout his course of treatment, Ben 
played computer Bames and began to 
think about the need to have something 
Poditve to help other kits Gatthe their 
illnesses. Ben's with wes to design a 
vEleo fame that would be helpful for kids 
like him who have cancer by providing a 
way to fight back and relieve some of ihe 
pain and stress involved with treairrerit, 

S0 lhe Greealer Bay dea Make-a-Wish 
Foundation squghit out game companies 
te find a champion to make Ben's wish 
come true. 

“The initiel response was overwhelm 
ingly pessirnistic” Sail Patricia Wilson, 
Executive Director. “People told us this 
VENUE Was. Nearly impossible without 
taking several years and literally millions 
of dollars." 

A here stepped forward: Ene Johnston 
and his employer, Lucasarts, fully sup 
parted his effarts. Mot only did Eric wart 
to make Ben's wish 2 reality, he planned 
to ioe Bén in every step of the pro- 
eens, Far months, Ben and Eric met on a 
regular basis to make the fame just a5 
Ben envisioned it. 

Wilson added, “Eric and Ben aehieverd 
the impossible! Ben's wish is inspiring 
beiause il was selfless and Ben is a 





philanthropist. Finding an angel like Eric 
Johnston was a milracte, and having the 
support of University of Califamia, San 
Francises (UCSF) and his medical tear 
was invaluable.” Ben's cen physician, 
Or. Seymour Zager of WOSF Children's 
Hospital, served a5 a medical advisor for 
the game. UCSF Children's Hospital will 
serve 8S The first roedical facility bo im 
stall (he game for tts podiabic patients, 
The science for Ben's game came largely 
from what Ben leaned himself in the 
course of treatment” seid Dr. Zoger, 

in addition 1 Erie's effect, several 

her Lucas employees put in some hard 
time a5 wall. Chris Milas drew the “Ben* 
character. which is rapidly becoming 6 
WEIFEN ow icon a! goodwill, Ellen Meijer 
cheated the sours, ahich incuded spend 
ing time with Ben in the recording studio, 
Mark Barbolas stepged in to expartiy han- 
dle legal issues. and Anne Marie Stein 
helped get Make-A-Wish hooked up with 
the garning press, Luceshikn Marketing’ s 
Vitlora van Ysseldyk was involved fram 
the wary bapinning and gave Ban a tour of 
Skywalker Ranch that could have beer a 
whale wish at its cen! 

“Ben's Gane" is free for anya to 


play, and easily downioadabh: from the 
Internet at www.makewish.org ban. The 
object of the game is te destroy all ru 
tated cella and te callect the seven 
shields, whieh provide protection fram 
common side offects of chemotherapy. 
—Arett Rector 
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‘The creature count is on the ride in Southern California @ Thousands of events & tournaments, featuring Upper Deck 


dei Entertzaiment Pro Circuit 
But th not all cute and 
Ss, at Cra Hundreds of garne compares & vendors — de all your heliday 


ae ! Pe a irs shopaing eight here] 
Flame the thousareds 0 ols IT , m Save the day whee you enter True Herces,™ a life-size, 


and the RPG, TOG, board and electronic gamers you come walk-through Marvel Super Heroes experience 
to play. It's a regular slugfest for four marathon days m Enter the fray in the lrfe-size Truc Dungece™ 

= Go Speed Racer Go to the Aneme Room 

@ (Get plugged in at the LAW Arena 

@ The ding starts at the Game Auction 

at the show, and in the So Cal area. Like Disneyland, oh, m@ See the best of Fantasy Gt sc-fi at the Art Show 


+ 
a 


and nights. And when you come up fram a dungeon for 
some air, it's scary how much more there is to do and see 


right acreds the street. © Get creative for the infamous Costume Contest 


Take advantage of our monster deal — Pre-register online by October 25 and SAVE $5 for your 4-day badge! 
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Star News 


HAYDEN CHRISTENSEN 
[Anakin Skywalker) 
wes recently grven the 
Best Actor award at 
ihe Canary Islands 
Film Festival in Spain. 
He was. honored in 
Marah for his work it 
ihe film Shattercd 
Glass and was 
aerarded joivily wilh his cagstar in the flim, 
Pater Saarsgard. The rumor mill strikes 
Back: according to moviehole.net, Crris- 
lensen ray be up for a role im Pagar 
sion, a New Supamatural thriller directad 
by Stuart Baird (Star Trek Wenesisi, 
Algo rumondd ‘lo star in this film ts Kirn 
Basinger (Satman, L.A. Coniidentia. 


SAMUEL L, JACKSON 
iMace Windui is taam- 
ing ua with comic ge 
nius Eugene Levy 
(Waiting Aor Gutiman, 
Soest) in The Mar, 
Inthe im, Levy alas %. 

a tlueless traveling é 
salesman who uriwit- it 
tinghy Bets caught up in the middle of 
Sting operation set up by the Bureau of 
Aleohol, Tobacco, ard Finsarrres. The flr 
is being Gireched by Les Mayfield (Encina 
ian, Glue Streak, Fibber) and has a 
2005 release date, 


CARRIE FISHER 
[Princess Leia) recerily 
lent her Beverly Hills 
mansion to Selma 
Blair [Reitnay, Crive! 
intentions) so Blair 
could tle the knot with 
rocker Arnel appa. 
Slaw and Zappa were 
to be wed at the Ritz-Carlton in Marina 
Thel Rey but switched lecations at the last 
minute. The guest list was amail at the 
traditional Jewish ceremony, and Zappa's 
brother Dweeril and sister Moc Unit 
wera iin aitendance. 

Fehes also wae Scheduled to po heccd- 
tohead with British Star Wars goeks, 
according to Channel 4's website. The 
fasting call asked for Star Ways trivia 
éenliugiasts with costumes to match who 
were Willing to go against Fisher in a test 
of Star Wis kridetedme, Fisher bias. Lhe 














Foroe with her, so ihe outcome should be 
close, but we'll jus hens to wail and see. 


AYESHA DHARKER 

(Queen Jamillia) is allover the place 
thasa days. She's starring a5 Dr. Stukeley 
in the 2004 film Colour Me Mulch with 
John Malkovien (Baia Joho Wavkovicny, 
Angus Bamett (Pirates of the Canbbean: 
Curse af tte Black Pear), and Marisa Be 
rensoan (Barry Lynden. The film tells the 
true story of aman who posed as direc- 
tor Stanley Bubeith during the pracuction 
of Eves WWioe Shut (Kubrick's last film) 
desmlte the fact that he had no directing 
expenernice and looked absolutely nvr 
ing like Kubrick, Brian W. Gook, assis- 
tant director on mary of Kubrick's films, 
makes his directing debut with Gatdur 
ie Hanbrick. 

Hooray for Bollywood! Dharker is alsa 
Slarring in the new Andrew Lloyd Weber 
Broadway spectacular Bombay Dreams. 
The play, which is the story of a hand 
stent young Sumedweller and his dreams 
of becoming a Bollywood Star, mace its 
Oiicial Broatway debul en April 29, 2004, 
under the direction of Steven Pimlotk. 
Charker plays the character Rani. The 
play features music by AR, Rhaman, 
hynes. by Cron Black, and a book by Meera 
Syal and Thomas Meehan, and is based 
on an idea by Shekar Kapur and Andree 
Licvd Weber, The musicals world pre- 
mlere was Bt the Apollo Victoria Theatre 
in Lander in June 2002, 


ANTHONY PHELAN 

(Lama Su) is Starring in the Australian 
film Qark Love Stary with Belinda kicMorys, 
Arron Pedersen, and Chris Baz. The til 
was written by Jorn Héewill aed Belinda 
MoeClory, and is dineched by Hewitt. 


RENA OWEN 
(Taun ie) has a role in the fourth installt 
mental The Crow series, The Grows Wicked 
Prave, In this story, Luc Crash, the leader 
of a Satanic biker gang, murders a young 
man named Jimmy Cuerve (Eoward Fur 
fang and his prlinend Lily (Emmanuelle 
Chriguil in a ritual intended to make 
Crash an immortal demon. Cuerve busts 
a move from beyond the graced and, with 
the power of the Crow, avenges his girl- 
friend's dealh. The film also stars Denna 
Hopper (five vehet) and Tara Reid |Amen- 
can Piel, 

Owen also stars in Pear fe ma “ay 
maf or The Land Has Epes, a 2004 film 


directed by Vilsani Herenike, Eyes is a 
drama about a young South Pacific is- 
lander who redeems her family’s mare 
by exposing the secrets of one of her 
island's most powerful poole. The is- 
land's rristhical “Warrior Woman,” played 
by Owen, inspires and haunts the young 
islarsiar, 


EWAN MCGREGOR 

(O>-Wan Karnoia) has 
been asked by Kelly 
Joes, Ihe Stereapilyor 
ics frantmar-turned- 
Screerwiter, to ster in 
his firs feature flr, 
The Memoirs of Cher- 
fi@ Toker. It's based 
on Brilish hangman Syd Bernie's 1985 
autobiography, The Hangman's Tale: 
Mentors of a Public Executioner, to 
whith Marlhy purchased the rights, 

The story revolves around Dennlay's 
work a @ hangman inthe 19405 and 
1950s, during which time he executed 
25 people in the UK. Dermley, who died 
in 1994 al the age of 73, wes Tascinated 
by crime and desided to bacome a hang- 
man by the time he wes 11 years ald_ 

MaGregor, vtic bs fried wilh Jones, 
was given the sonpt to peruse after the 
Steraqphonacs’ set at a recent Teenage 
Cancer Tres chietly show and said he 
would give it a “serous look.” 


JEREMY BULLOCH 

: (Boba Fett) tells it ike 
it 1S int his Mew Auber 
boogragty, aptly tithed 
Flying Solo: Tales of 3 
Beunhy Huta, Boson 
ing, to his website, 
jererybulloch.cam, 
“The beak contains. 
events from his early work as a child 
actor leading up ta his latest project. His 
fare? is interwoven wilh Lakes from the 
many conventions he has attended as 
‘Boba Fett.’ The book also has ivan inter 
esting photodraphs from Jsrerry's pes 
sonal life and professional career.” Also 
according to ihe website, the book is 
lirnitied to 2,000 signed, boxed copirs. 
£0 if you want one, run, don't walk, to 
his website to snateh if up! 
—BGeryannin Harper 
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You plan on playing in the real world? 
A real culepe depres, focused on advancing technology. Awailable on campus or online. Learn More. weew.uaLedy or #00658. 5744 


Prequel Update - 


For Episode || areata 


hen Star - 5. MoCallum—along with editors Roger Bar- 

. Wars Insider ton and Ben Burti—ewvere hetoing: Director 
metwith Producer _ George Lucas te add a few final touches 
Rick MeCallun in to the film, which wes going ta be shared : : : 
mid June, ihe Pars: « with sehect Individuals Lucas mad invited, a shart break fret his: wuirk and TH 
production bean at Just 35 wa ware about te sit dawn wilh 
Skywalker Ranch MeCallurn for our update, he received a 
was readying fora call from Lucas and had to go assist the © itp 
enecial screening of ihe stcond cut of team ith this “tweaking” effort. About 
Star Wars: Episade (il, In preparation, an hour later, he was finally abte to take 
































“The Wookie shoot was & fabulous 
eperieriae’® said MeCailum, “We did-the . 
Bake dine in two days. The actors, were ' 
in fantastic shape—mentally anc plivsi- , 
sally, they were ready for the shoot, and ~ 
everything went really well." 

McCallum Said SCT planned pickup . 
“shooting ‘with Tereura Morrison was 
also SuCceRstully completed in Avstratia. 
Morrison played Jango Rett in Star Wars: 
“4 _ Episode Il Attach of the Clones—the 
vicious. aoe hector, who was not oriby 
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WIL stride many years lator, Darth Vagir seams aboard what has become lhe Repel Uke ki Burreir, 2 
Tontive IE. in Star Wao: Doteode fv 4 fee Hoge Tht cinche dea. closer fo completion. — Photo fy Kavi bali 


the original genetic source for the clone 


trooper atmy but also the father ofthe 
Infamous Boba Fett, eect 
According to McCallum, the next. = 
round of shooting for Episode If will 
take place in late August ancl aarty Sepr 
tember in London (and Star Pens lash 
and -starwars.com Hyperspace will be 
here, tool], “We don't know exacth what 
2 going to do during that sho 
2 still discussing that.” he said. 
ed all of the major 


ire Aurdalai~ 
nackoround plate 
2 —whigh is being 


= a7 


- <7 * if wv, 

dled by famed cinematographer and 

r Ron Fricke—ts.also progrese- 
well.” He‘said the first group 


of anal shols was LAREN if and around : 
> Phuket, The 


emel, im May, Bnd that the 
nex shoot— sin China 
coording 
am will 


Death Star in Stay 
4 eve Foe. 


an Diplo- 
ill no dowbt 


The Official Star Wars Fan Club keepa 
up with postproduction work on Star 
Mears: Epieode fill dally through the *eye" 
of tha siarwars.com webcam. [The web> 
eam Will be thoge later thls summer on the set of 
another Werokhes shoot, Don't mbes ttl) And for ewen 
more of the latest news, check cat popular features 
on sianwan.com Hyperspace such as “Making Epl- 
sode Il Webdecs™ ard the “Episode 11 Sot Diary!" 
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ihe Tanitive had a few design con 
~ siderations,” said Episode ill concept 
% nt design Supervisor, Ryan Church.. “Cleary, 
it's the same ship we see in Episode Iv, . . ’ 
‘buf in this film, we wanted tashow how ~ oe ae | 
it appeared when it wae newer, CIEANET, « i 
and sleeker.” pe rie pan 
He ackied, “Tha ship: also needed te if, 
at look “at home’ on the planet of Adar. 7 
aan, Alderaanian architecture-is arnarg 
the most advanced and distinctive af . ‘ 
“any Star Wars pare ean and ; aieteg. ! z a 
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They will conspire to eat breakfast. This is where you good 
people of earth come in. ‘You are the only ones that can 
help them on their quest! We must help and join .. 













THE 4 
allo) P ere, & Sept. 11th, 8:00 am- 9:30 am | — 
ialginemayerd ee $15 per person | _ 
new tov donations, halps , (ADVANCE TICKET SALES ONLY) | 
children with Cancer. Come join the ranks to devour: | 
Jeet et Be thispart | Supplies and seating are ve gs - Sausage Patties | 
is all too real.) limited, so please: endl - Breakfast Potatoes - Toast 
For complete details on anu | payment ayant MTFBEWY 1! ts Or, a east Lah ien 
this organization please ai resh F 
Visit their website at... 7 All plates include Juice, Coffee, Decaf, and Tea | 
www.treasurechestorg = Breakfast is Cosponsored by Sandtroopers, and Federation Toys 
Your kind participation will be = | To check the guest list and to order breakfast 
= comarie ae = ai & expo admission tickets, please go to: 
a A, . 
BECIRICHAEELE www.nonsportcardexpo.com 
Available Only To The Orcontact: Paul Maiellaro, PO Box 2376 
Breakfast Attendees! iV Bridgeview, IL 60455 








Phone: 708-430-8107 
Email: paul@nonsportcardexpo.com 


And after attending the breakfast, oe 
visit* with the guests™ at the .. 
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for threlr eee oe 
snp a — een Ipmto7pm 10amto6pm 9am to 3pm 
appearances \\ See (Per day at the 
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professional 4 *¢ 15 iteype |= RAMADA O'HARE HOTEL 
commitments, weekend! 6600 N.Manneheim, Rosemont, IL 


Impertal Navy and appearing In mass. 
numbers in the odginal Star Miers trilogy. 
“| designed the Jedi starfighter and 
ipsign most of the vehicles in_Episode til, and a 
I sphere slot of thought went info the design direc 
aarody-, tian to gat things to ‘line up" where they” 
needed to and then to contrast with the - 
designs in the other movies where ape 
_ Broprlate,” explained Grunch, “Far the: 
Jedi sterighter, George. Lucas said he 
wanted to see something hetweenthe 
tel iepaoae Marvel su i 


ai Shar Wines Leaver 









































TIE fighter that appears in the 
orginal trilogy. bit with foled- 
able wings." 

He continued,-“The view out | - 
the trent is classic TIE fighter, 
| added the long guns directly 
int front or the cockpit akong, } : 
with arroyeshaped, split ‘dow | @ «= 
ble delta’ wings-to emphasize. is 
thal this ship appears during | 
atime of galactic warandta = | 
give the pilot'a great view raf ris 
his target.” 

Church also sald that Ama- 
kin's Jedi starfighter in Epi 
soda II hooks a bit different 
from the “offthe-shalf” fighter 
Obi-Wan Kenobl files iin the 
film—a specie! touch designed 
to provide a connection back 
to the first Prequel movie, He 
explained, “Anakin'’s Ship wears 
a customized paint job of yellow 
and Unpainted metal, which 
Saves WeIgNt and harkens 
back to his ‘first’ gambat ex 
patience with Naboo fighter. 
in Episode [> ir i 4 
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Some of ie worid'’s largest é 7 : We siive to provide the nnost reflabie 
selection of Star Wars toys Toe customer service in the industry! 


q Quek Delverysover 80%: af orders 
from 1977 to present shipped within 7 besiness day 


Over 30,000 toys in stock} ; . me rs | 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Prices 4 Avalalibity Sebject to Change “sf et Wi 17a {7 Day Return Policy) 


Wave 1 2 Wawa 2 « Classic Figures IN STOCK 
Check Website! 
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Website 9499.99 


Stonmmbrooper™ Blaster Pre-order) $499.99 Scaled Sabers 
Rebel Blaster™ (Pre-order) $449.99 9 ah na ashe, 
= Lela Blaster™ (Pre-order) 5399.90 Obl-Wan Kenobi" 
Signature Ed. S400, ao Aseyiie ease for 
AT-AT™ [Pre-Order] Website 
Darth Maul™ Saber 5249.99 
bi-Wan'™ ANH Saber $329.09 
=: — Jedi Training Remote™ $179.99 
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An Expanded Role: 
Aayla Secura 


On May 7, Amy Allen, better known ta fans as Jedi 
Aayla Secura, was called in to record her pieces of 
the movie puzzle that will appear in Episode Iii. 


Working directly with Director 


George Lucas and Visual Effects 


Supervisor John Anoll, Amy was 
also under the watchful eye of 
the Hyperspace webcam and 
set chronicler Pablo Hidalgo. 


my Allen is again covered with Eb 

MAKEUD to film greenseeen Toolate 
of Agyla in a single day of shoating, which 
Started at nine in the rmearning ane went 
until Taur in the atternoan. In camparson, 
the principal pategraphy that occured 
last Surmnmner seems more freeform than 
whal's caplured this div, The shots. of 
Aayla are much moor structured, much 
Mire designed to mimic the animatics, 
right down to re-creating camera mowes 
and timing, 





Danny Wagaer of ILAS Mocel Stooge 
Nes been tasked to paint funy Allien, Cas- 
Ttume Archivist Gillian Likert dresses 
her as she did for Episode Il, Danny's 
hands are oowered in blue from the 
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constant touchups ha must perform om 
Amy. After a morning filled of painting, 
Gillan performs an unsettling experiment: 
Sho nudges a C+tip into her own nostril 
and pulls out a cotton swab covered in 
blue, which pets everwhere, To ensure | 
didn't fael left out, Gillian geod-naturecly 
Brate ane of Danny's brushes ard paints 
a blue spot on ry fem. Unborturtehy, 
paant stains aren't exactly a collectable, 

In Epiede ll, Aer allen"s role crerety 
involved walking (hrowgh the Jedi Temple 
and paricipaling in a few action sepments 
on Geoanosis, In Episode Ili, she finally 
has didlos, a singh: line (cut down fram 
led in the sonpt| as she checks in with 
lhe Jedi Council, The original line written 
for her, “You asked for my report, Master 
Windu?" has been changed to, “In sorry 
I'm late, Master Windu. Would you like 
my raport?* 

“Look to wor Lett,” Says George. using 
the animatics frame to reference her sur 
roundings. “Maw look to Mace, Look al 
ihe table. Now look to Commander Gordy. 
how fold your arn.” The shot is actually 
wary ahort, but gathering all these little 
Bttions gives the aditorial department 
leeway in choosing what frotaee of fends 
te make inks a hologram, 

For Epesode Ul, Aayla won't just be an 
fatrebluc hologram, We'll see heron 
very alicn world leading her clone troopers 
agains? the Separatists. Aaya doesn’t 
speak any dialog during these scenes, sc 
they're shot MOS [without sound). 

In the shot, Agyla is stationed on one ef 
tha most bizarre, exotic workis te be wit: 
messed ina Star Was film. “The planets 


Shays fend fo be poeMled im Sone Sock of 
environment found on Earth, like a sew 
Blane, a desert planet, a sequoia red: 
wood planet. Thies, hough, i somethin 
totally different,” says Visual Effects Super- 
visor John Knee), 





“Look extremely concemed,” directs 
George, “Net nervous but mean.” Aaya 
cannes her lightsaber by her side. and | 
fet the job of identifying the activation 
plate on the prop and giving Ary an idea 
of how she might want to hotd the Jedi 
WEApON. In pete of the crew's grumblirit 
stomachs, the shoot continues thraugh 
noon. Finally, everyone gets a break. 
Well, alnast. “It's lunchtime,” pre 
claims George, “bul rot for Twi leks," 


Go TO Starwars. cont 
Tor Ane AY Des pace, 





Chat Excerpt: 


Role Model 


Everyone's favorite bive-shkinned 
Jedi answers fan's questions 
about Eplaode (ll, her 
grandmother, and being 
feumortalized in plastic. 









tinitinytany: How oroud ane pou fo repre. 
een 2 strong female character in 4 Ster 
Wars galaxy cevrinahed ts ren? 

Amy Allens Extremely proud and lucky 
because women really love this charac- 
ter | think | get a fair aroun ef fee 
back from both male and female fans, 
but | definitely get postive feedback fram 
YOUN Bis arid women. 

KilainlandOS: Have the tentacles fon pour 
costume) ever faiian off? 

AS: They never fall off, My hair pul up 
ina skullcap, and they're glued ante the 
skullcap. 

1:42: 07: ts if tren that pow gran 
mother was in Gone with the Wind ? Was 
she an isolation? 

AAG es. She is. Mer name & Any, lon, 
but at the time. she had a step: narre, 
Ifind it very fitting since Gone with the 
Wind and Shar Mars are bee of the rest 
popular and successful films of afl tire, 
and we each have an involvement with 
ere of Cheer. 


“Luke was just as 
anxious to join the 


Empire as he was to 
join the Rebellion.” 


P 


—; 


Amy Allen, Jedi, 


HiuatOer vids: Plow cio you Fee! aan bes 
ing! imimiartaized i the new Unleashed 
senes? Deo vou own an actian figure of 
your character? 

AAG Tes. | oan an action figure. The Une 
laashed figura turned out amazing! tt 
looks fantastic! | caeinot wait te get ry 
hands on one of thosel 

1:42: O07) Have you met Jan Quire, 
fhe artist who created “ape? 

AA: Tes, and we're close friends. One of 
ry favorite pieces that she's illustrated 
is the Asya ve. furra Tigh, which was ir 
Star Mears. Jeci—Azra, Incidentally, the 
story is being reprinted in The Clane Wars 
holume 4: Light & ark trade paperback 
this Summer, 


Chat Excerpt: 
Mark Hamill, 
Actor, Director, 
Star Wars Icon 


Continuing the series of popular on- 
Nne chats with Star Wars celebrities, 
Hyperspace welcomed Mark Hamill, 
the actor behind Luke Skywalker, fo 
the message board forums on Febru 
ary 10, 2004, Mentbers asked ques. 
tions about Mark's experiance while 
fllming the Star Wars trilogy. 








Obi-Shark: fs ft true Brent the cline 
words spoken on set were mot “/ am 
your fathey” but semething alse? If sa, 
iia clint (Clankdl) Prowse sap? 

fark Hamill: “Ob-iWan killed your father” 
Ik was misinformation te theaw off the 
secre leaking out, which it did, Within 
10 dows, it was in ons of the Brit- 
ish tatlalds, “Guinness Head 
Baddie in S¥i 2." 1 
was. 50 delighbed to 
have misinforme- 
tion leak out. it was 
im@assible to hoep 
a secret, which is a 
shane because it 
was Such a part of 
the exparience. 
Jedindacity: Miss if inichiy 

faving Vader supe at your havi arid 
have Ht go fing off pathoue Hitting your 
reel hand? How many takes old you 
fan ho dia? 

MH: Wall. they molded my hand holding 
the lightsaber, which was ticked up on a 
Singloaded treter, arel my slecws was 
made longer te cover my real hare. By 
Basitloning It creatively, | cauld “shoot 
Ott” ry hard, I teak Several takes so 
that it didn't look comical. Thare were 
also fans going, so it was really loud 
while: we were Tilrriing, 

Sompectalay: What's your favants 
deleted scene from the tnlogy? 

NIK: My origenal ervirarioe, Crt the ely 
character who doesn't have it shown in 
the film. Originally. Lube is working owt in 
ihe field, and he rushes to the been club 
to tell his friends he's witnessed a battle 
in space. The reason | think the scene is 
important is thal pou Gon realize Luke 
is nol a popular figure among his poers.. 
They sort of made fun of him. Addition- 
aly, Dhinik what was iniportant starywise 
is that he didn't have a political atftilia- 
ton. Luke was just 65 enlous to join the 
Empire as he was to join ihe Rebellion. 
2:42:07: Bid Sir Alec Guinness really 
Slap you in & ftendly way for addressing 
Ain as “Sire? 

MH: Yes! He did tap-tapslap! He then 
seid, “I want to be known by my narne, 
hot my acodades.” Sol said, “Do you 
want me to call you Big AM And fhe lowed 
that! He loved irreverence. 










Ba or vrensrace 


Jaguar: Ware the lightsabers herd to fight 
with? They look ererty heavy ip the nig 
fal Lilet, 

MH: George made a stylistic choice clue 
ing the first trilogy and changed his mind 
when he began the second. For Episodes 
IY through Vi, we hed to re-choreagraph 
& 101 of the Tight scenes $0 that we kept 
ihe lightsaber in two hands. George said, 
‘It's heavy, really heavy, like in Excaliur,” 
which lirniled what we could do onsereen, 
despite Pater Glarmond, Bob Andersen, 
and | arguing that we had it all worked 
Ou When we showed what we hed come, 
George still said we had to change it. We 
were & bil jealous when we sew what ihe 
new crew could do with @ lightsaber in 
the Prequels. 

chwattsli 38; Did pou get to keep any 
thing, such as 2 prop. front the Star 
Wiars Runs? 

MH: | did. | asked if] could keep cer- 
tain things fram the first ane, | kept rr 
bovis and the stormirooper helmet | 
wore when | rescued the Princess, | 
Think | Kept iy lehisaber fran Erripine, 
and thay made a miniature Luke costume 
for Wathen, who was just a toddler ther, 
Usually, | tried to keep one prop, even 
something small like a Shirt or a pair of 
flasses, fron each project, | ahways ask. 
1 doen't just run off with them. 

Getting the stonmirooper helmet through 
CuSO was inkeresting. Theyre not 
as well constructed, incidentally, as the 
commercial-made props because they 
Were dnihy meat to last six months. And 
I don't keep anything at my house, a5 a 
heads up to all poteritial burglars, 
bugayylnas: How oid you Mike taltune te 
2 puppet? 

MH: Min proud of the fact that most of 
the reviewers never mentioned Yoda 
WAS 6 PUP Pet. Ae was just So real to 
rhe, Gwe when reading the script. | re 
member thinking | couldn't wait te ce 
Stenes wilh hint bissiuse Yoda was so 
deep spiritually yat presented in such 
an UNUsUal package, 

Frank OF wes very complimentary in 
telling me thet if | didn't believe | wes 
talking to a living énitity ne one would be- 
few 1 | think he my hewe overstated 
that fact. Keep in mind that whenewer 
Yoda's not in the She. I'm talleng to a 
piece of adhesive tape on a stick, When 
Aol in Use, they'd rush ihe puppet creer bo 
Shuart Frevborne's lab to wark on it. 
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Stor Wore foakier 


Sidious: Dark Lard: Dig you da pour cari 
Slunts? lfso, which oes were the mast 
ouacwit? 
ME: | did all of then except the gen that 
the insurance company wouldn't let re 
do, which waa going throwah the glass 
in Eraaire, The stunt people said | could 
(perform the stunt}-it was candy glass 
after all—and | wanted te, 

remember the swordtight iim Empire 
being the most grueling thing, It took 
weeks to Shiogl, and mo mater how much 
chorec@raphy you do, you end up being 
Straped and buenpesdt ard cut. | rernerre 
ber rr wift, Marilou, taking pictures of 
miy begs the night after a shoot. They 
looked Hike a relief! map of Venezuela, 

The things that scared me the most, 
however, were the firearms: Even with 
blanks. (hese lhings could be dangerous, 
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Fare and never before- 
Seen photoes from the 
depths of the Lueas- 
film archives. 


FATHER VS. SON (1) 

In the staam-shrouded darkness of the 
carbereesing chamber, Darth Vader 
[David Prowse) confronts Luke Skywalker 


(Mark Harill). This rare still from the 
making of Empire shows the lightsaber 
prog before ILM ackhs rs scintillating glow. 


DARK LORD RISING (2) 

In an uneemrmnon publicity sill for The 
Empire Strikes Gack, the evil Garth Vader 
stands inside a dark, smoky envirorirent, 


A STRANGE CONNECTION (3) 
Both Luke Skywalker (Mark Hamill) and 
Princess Leia (Carrie Fisher) feel an unde- 
niably strong commecthaon, but what it truly 
means, neither can yet say, 


DO NOT DISTURB (4) 

This faré photo taken during ihe filmang 
of Darth Vader's meditation chamber has 
Producer Gary Kurtz examining the mari 
behind the mask, 


LET YOUR HAIR DOWN (5) 

Has Lesa finally taken Han's advice and 
let her hair dowd? Carrie Fisher clowns 
anu on Set with @ 34 ol false braids 
and a Rebel officer's unifonm. 


SOCK IT TO ME (6) 

Han Salo (Harrison Ford) lets his old 
buddy Lando (Billy Dee Williams) kaw 
just what he thinks of Calrissian's 
hospitality. 


KISS ME, I'M ITHORIAN (7) 
Cantina mitran Ackmena [Bea Arthur 
KEEPS an eye oon an ithorian patron in 
the “Star Wars Hotlay Special.” 
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Star Wag leider 


. Webdocs 


Each menth, Hyper- 
space members get a 
sneak preview of the 
“Making of Episode ii" 
documentary sees, 


This Weapon Is 
Your Life 

"Each culture hes to have 
iis own kind of weapon, 
which reflests ihe idsology 
of that particular culture 
and veahet they think: abet 
the way they de things, 
0, Yau end up with a vary 
large vanety of different 
kinds of weapons that ex, 
let in thie fantasy worl” 
ssiioare Lucas 


“Drama is contlict. Con 
fist means viglence of ore 
hand o¢ areiher. tt's same- 
thing that we live vith sind 
something thet we should 
be familiar wilky sire: ibs 
park of our daily life." 
—eorge Lucas 


"The gun has always Sig: 
nitied modern society, 
modem weaponry, and the 


more irnipersonal hires of 
fehling, which iS personi 
fied by the draids and the 
clones, ultimately.” 
—ewge Locas 


“| had to think of some- 
thing that you could fight 
wilh @ laser sword that we 
havent done before, but tt 
wasn't a laser sword. So, 








we came up with these staffs that are 
electric staffs that the laser sword can't 
cut theough. If you have a laser sword that 
¢an do aeything and cut through ari 
thing, then you're sort af stuck. It’s like 
Superman. Superman without Kryptonite 
wouldn't work.” —Gedree Lucas 


Video Village: 

No Need for the Drugstore 
“AS We BO gor On each piclune, we are 
learning. mene amd more how to shoot 
with digital technology. It gets better and 
better avery time we go fo shoot a pic: 
ure." —George Lice 


“The advances have been phenomenal. 
There is 6 monitor on the cansera there 
that i6 static, a monibor on ihe crane, and 
all (hese monitors. scattanad all over the 
piso, What he's seeing is whet you will 
see when you see the movie.” 
—inistogiter Lee, Gout Doak 


“It's fascinating to know that you're work: 
ing with Someone whe's on the cutting 
ade, whe's pushing (hal wivelope," 
—ininy Sets, Bai Organ 


"in away, working with Tilm you're shoot 
ing Blind, so you're less likely to take 
extrerk: chances, But working with HD, 
WHEN YOU Gan see pretty much whet 
you're Going to get, you cen be rruch 
Mote accurabe, So you Gar take more 
Chanbes, Yau can push it right to the 
edee before you drag off." 

—awd Jatersall, director of photngraniy 


“I'S est much easier for the filmmaker 
to do his job. We can even cut the Stull 


“It gets better and bet- ; 
ter every time we go to 
shoot a picture.” 





en the set if we want to, And 
we hand, so that | can see if 
it's working or not. Ared then 
YOU Can send it up to edita- 
Fial, and they Gan cul if and ao 
Things literally the same day. 
You don't have to wait while 
it gets back fram the drug 
Store,"—Gearge Lucas 



























Epic Designs for an 
Expanding Universe 
“Any lire wou have a large 
costume epic, wou have a wast 
amount of work that has to be 
done.”—Geoge Lucas 


“Dine exemple of ihe unique- 
ness of what Trish (Biggar) 
foes m terms af taking a de- 
saan anid tuming it into a very 
eaatic reality if a dress called 
the peacock dress because if 
Shifts colors when ibs uewieer 
different lighting conditions.” 
=eorpe Lucrs 


“She's alwavs conscious of 
how the actor moves, how [the 
costumes] look in motion so 
that they look better than the 


original design an pager. That is dane by 
Understanding the different Kinks ot ma- 
terials, how they work urider lighting: Gore 
ditions, and how to come up with really 
exolic maberials ane cloth,” 


—Grorge Lucas 


“To wear the costume to play the char- 
acter I'm playing is wonderfully ernipeove- 
ering. The colors, the textures... people 
KEED COMING Up to me and seying, 1s it 
rubber? [6 it eather?’ Well, its neither 
rubber mer leather. | dant quite knew 
what it is. (thes reptilian, which is &- 
Belly right.” lan ffcQvarmnid, Suprenie 
GChanceliar Padeatine 


“Th's very, wary important for the actors 
to haw: something to hold om to, and 
that's one of the reasons why they re- 
spond to Trisha’s work so wall: it roots 
tham and makes it solid for than.” 
—fich ideCaluim, oroducer 


"It was a huge contribution to mvy cher 
soter. It's one of those things that just 
aids 1 things up here, too. | felt almast 
Pieslike when Ml wat on, and ihat’s when 
I thought, Pin the administrator of this 
flare. Gul Thal eae Carries @xira res pHansi 
bilities, Esaecnaliy whe | put on this os 
tume lhal has accumulated over eons, The 
sifnaicance of all the different pisces 
foes back and has evohwnd over many 
yoors.”—BSruce Spence, Ton Weedon 


“Any time you have a 
large costume epic, you 
have a vast amount of 
work that has to be done." 





Webcam 

For tins past few months, 
ihe Episode Ml webcam has 
been hanging, out with thes 
effects wizards at ILM and the animatics 
visionarias at Skywalker Ranch, and at 
pick-up shooting involving miniatures are 
actors alike. The webcam is already mak: 
ing its preparations fora summer tour, 
Including Comic-Con 2004 and additional 
photography in London. Don't iss i! 


Eoited oy Anu Ens; content by Pails Hida 
and Bane Burt, 


Original Trilogy 101: 
Just for Aids! 


Bust 
its “Getting into the 
feature designed to give \ 
A guick “history” lesson about the 
I Wars films: Star r 


rs 
technology nelabed to 


each movie. 
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On the eve of the classic | 
trilogy’s DVD release, 
Star Wars Insider revisits 
the 10 crucialmoments that 
made the story a saga. Let 
‘the arguments commence. 
8y Ban Amrich _ mihi 
. 
ts hand fo have a discussion about 
the clasalc Star Wars trilogyewith 
fans without an “T elevays lowed the 
part wher...” creeping into tha con- 
vorsation, For if you first fell in love 
with the Star Wars universe vie the 
original thre films, Ue images are 
Indelibte. The films have been re- 
Wewed, revered, spoofed, rennas- 
tered. and enhanced, but they'll 
never be duplicated (you haved pre 
erdered your OVD set due for ne- 
+ ase September 21, haven't your). 
So in haner of the imminent release, 
when both old anid new geners- 
tions of fanes will get to relive the 
apa for themsehwes with lush new 
digital transfers and sonic splendar, 
ifs worth naming—and ranking!— 
those scenes and ayvents that ‘ill 
play back forever in the minis and 
hearts of Ster bars fans everyetere, 
We believe these ere the individual, 
amnotianal ramets of the original 
brikogy thet truly make It classic, 


Log on to starwars.com Hyper- 
$pace to check out the scenes 


that almost made the cut, and 
Jet your own woloe be heard. 
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The Crawl / 
antive 1V Chase - 


Star Wars: Episode IV 4 New Hope 


t's hard to separate these tyoa key moments because Y 

both were not only tremendously Influential—fueling the 
imagination of an entice: generation of directors, movie 
makers. and story tellers—but they both also set the 
stage for grandeur, enormous Ecope, and the saga to came, 

Opening with the backstory sprawling inte the vastness 
of space, the now famous “text crawl,” cornbined with 
John Williams’ booming, brassy score, makes the audi- 
ence feel like they are in fore truly epic aoventure. The: 
teats Scale i$ miso presented in a wow that beats you know 
SOMetning huge is happening, and that you're about ta be 
thrown inte the middie of it. To up the ante of er already 
dramatic opening. the nest thing you see is the Tavitive JV, 
8 sizeable crak in its own right, being pursued are! fired 
upon by Darth Vader's Star Destroyer, Qevestater. ft liter 
ally fills the entire frame. Talk, about one-two punches! 

Although marethan 25 years have passed sinoe Epi- 
Soc IV's release, its important to recegnize how stun- 
ning, timetess. and creative these ogening scenes are. 
Mot only do they give you a snapshot as ta what Star 
Wars: A Mew Hape is all about—a small band of rebels 
battling against a tyrannical empire despite overwhelming 

?ds—out alse the message is conveyed without a single 

Spoken word. It'S pura movie magic, 
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y the end of Star Wars; A Mew 
Hope, we'd sate stormtroope 

érs, Siar Cksstroyers, TIE fighters, and 
the Death Star (or rather, ting little 
glowing Chunks of it). But mothing pre 
pared audiences for the Empire's ultt 
mite land assault yehiche, the All Terrain 
Armored Transpart, or AT-AT. Apoearing first 
as mere specks on the fopey horizon of the 
north idee, @ quick scan using electrobinacu 
lars revealed the true sizeof the threat. These 
enormous mechanical juggemaute were like revth: 
ing previquely seen in the Star Mars galaxy: rie 
fancy engines, rio hyperdrive—just hulking, hey 
iy armored behemoihs, capable of crushing and 
blasting enyihing in their path ard striking mortal 
Terror inte the hearts of their enemies, AT-ATs de. 
fined the tenn “full-scale assaull,~ 

As with the Tantive (V's athempted escape in 
Siar Ware: A New Hope, the AT-ATs' debut in The 
Empivé Strikes Back reinforomd just what kind of 
resources were al (he Empire's disposal and haw 
Swill its response: could be to a Rebel theeat. If 
The linperial walkers didn't make you say, “What 
The heck ane these Tl” the first time you saw them, 
you're one of the few 





Star bvars: Episode V The Empire Strikes Gack 
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Luke Returns Home... 
For the Last Time 


Star Wars: Episode |V¥ A New Hope 


uke spends the first 0 minutes of Star Mars: 4 Mew Hope waiting for his 
destiny to hick in. He's stuck on a motsture farm with his fwlure om hold 

while be handles farnily responsibilities. When Gb-Wen Kenobi gives Luke's fe 
ther's lightsaber to him, old Ben also offers Luke a chance to eseage his frus- 
tratingly dull waistence, Stil, Luke resists. But shortly thereafter, upon speeding 
home fron the Jawa massacre enacted by Imperial stommiroopers, Lule is greebed 
by a devastated homestead, yet another show of the Empire's brutality, To make 
matters even more hecifyind, Luke also discovers the smoldering bodies. of his 
Uncle Geen and Aunt Beru. 

it's ironic: that wher their lives end, Luke's truly bagins—ithe shock of saaing. 
the charred comes of his loved ones suddenly snags things into sharp focus. 
This is nota joke. Luke ane millions ef inmacents like hin are in imminent den: 
fer. And t's in that moment thal Luke embraces his destiny—there’s nvthing 
left te lose. His hero's quest is officially about to begin. 
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Darth Vader™ 
- Unmasked 


Star Wars: Episode Vl Return of the Jedi 


fr can't Gany thet all through the trilogy, you kept asking yourself o 
question: What does Darth Vader really Retum of the 

the movie that shows you, and not just a quick t like the be i 

head shot from The Ernpine Stites Back, ori van E 

quite know how Vader's countanance might a 

tific idea ebout what Vader might look like urdemeat 

Laurent Bouzerau’s Star Wars: The Anaatated 5 eenplays. “Lit ] 

fhe Jedi] | just knew that he was pretty messed up simaly becaus 

barely breathe or speak." 

After fighting Luke and ultimately his oar master, 

Aweakened, dying Vader raquests that his hel 

met be removed, “Just for once, let me kook 

on YOU with my own eyes.” it's a ter: 

dar moment instead of a proascene 


One, a Sa rescuing his father wher 
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df, gray flesh of Anakin 
Skywalker is revealed, he boaks 
WEEH, Trail, humbde...all too hi- 
man. He's more man then mna- 
chine now, And it's this moment 
of ultimate redempilon upen which 


the entire Star Wars sage is basod, 
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‘Luke Faces Vader 
On Dagobah 


Star Wars: Episode ¥V The Empire Strikes Back 


oughly an hour inte the film, Luke is in serious physical training. flipping around the 
PS organic terrain of Dagobah wilh Yoda strapped to his back, He's gaining power, he's 
ining insight, bul not total clarity—he senses a disturbance in the Faroe, Voda knows the 
deal, but he's clearly not telling: this is part of Luke's journey of seltdiscovery. AS the audi- 
ince, we are just as much in the dark as Luke is when he ventures inbe the cave, 

What be finds—Darth Vader, emerging from the foliage—is as shocking and unexpected as 
anything else in the saga so far, Vader's appearance on a workd that is supposed to be a Jedi 
sanctuary is inconceivable. We are left wandering, for the brinfest of moments, beew is this 
possible? Before an answer can be formulated, the avdience is thrust back inte the moment 
as € brash Luke ignites his lightsaber and engages Vader in a brief duel. The “battle” quickly 
ends, forcing a creepy and confusing resolution that only increases the sense of dread and 
destiny, if not bringing the confrontation to, um, a head. It almost goes. without saying that 
Luke's horror at seeing his own face behind the mask is easily the best and most powerful 
Foreshadowiae of the entire classig trilogy. 
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“i Be skid scat raft 


Wars: A New Hope, it's largeby in theory. 
“Grin Small doses, Luke manages to deflect a few 

blasts from the training remote on the Falcon: 
Ben muddles afew stormtroopers' minds; two 
proton torpedoes find their crucial mark. it's 
enough fo prove that ihere's something te all 
Those hokey religions and ancient weapons, ibut 
none af them, really, compares to the block- 
Guster mows Yoda pulls off on Degobah. 

After Luke is uneitle to reise his Xwing frarn 
the swamp and Yoda's pep talk leaves him fru 
travied instead of enlightened, Luke sighs, “You 
want the impossible.” Yoda simply shows him 
what he cannot believe, evitaling the Sowing with 
ease and focus, leaving Red Five, standing by, 
utterly amazed. For any movieoers who were 
élso waiting for a big ewent to “prowe” the mys- 
tical power that bansis the palaxy together, this 
scene was il, Maybe you couldn't see the Force, 
maybe you coukin't comtral the Force, but after 
Yoda's geamnple, you couldn't deny the Force, 
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> estruction ymeats 
Ficst Death Star 


Star Wars: Episode IV A Neus Hape 


. = = ell, you knew this was Boling to be inher  « 
somewhere, George Lucas many have had a 
much larger story are planned in his head, but 
he took care to mabe Star Wars: A New Hope a 
selloontained, setishing story, and thy destruc 
tion of the Death Ster is the films clear cline. 
it's the culmination of all ihe earer monnents in * 
fhe film: Vader's tyranny on behall of the Erngire: 5 
1he destruction of Algeraan: Luke's bess ot his x, 
family, his mentor, ane his innGornoes, Sevsral 
pelots die in the assaul on the Death Star, ancl 





= even veterans like Red Leader Garven Drvis, : 
who also perished, couldes't make the crucial 
ie shot. So why would a rookie A-ving jockey ler® 
whee Luke be alate hit the tardet against all odds 
and logic? 


* Ta put it sirnply, the farm- -beyturried pilothad =. 
the Force as his ally, something ewen fardaworte = * 
= Jek Perks coukl never claim. Bud fron ee audi- 
Bnee's perspective, te destruction of the Death 
~ Star is uniquely satistying—eeactly what every 
one was hoping to see at the end of eer 
hero's jourhery, 
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Cs when things are at their worst thal sine 

heroes are at iheir best. Then again, mast he- 
res aan’, Darth Varer, who for the better part 
af three films embodied the defintion of villain. 
However, seeing his son tortured by the Emper- 
or's lightning bolts, writhing in pain on the floor, 
ihe Dark Lord of the Sah's own hero mormerdt has 
come. AS The Emperor's willing servant, Varker 
has brought about the situation before hirn, bud 
he realiaes hat he also has the power to chanee 
it vith cocisive action. This is when he must de 
Gide between light and dark, between Anakin and 
Vator, between redemption and damnation. 

Its not thal audienors haven't seen Vader as 
A POWerTul physical presence before—he heels 
Caplain Antitkes up by the neck weihir Ue: frst 
10 mingles of Star Wars: A New Sooo—bat 
more afien he uses the Force le car ry aut his 
own brand of “discipline.” So if you'll pardon 
ihe pun, it's something ofa shock to see Vader 
rab and hoist a stillesparking Erperor Palos 
line over his lead like o charopion athlete anc 
hurl him down one of the second Oeath Star's 
Tany noarpotlomless chasms to certain doce, 
Yel in choosing the light side of the Force and 
sacrificing the Emperor, Darth Yacer also sacri- 
hoes hint, 
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Star Wars; Episode Vl Return of the Jedi 
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“No—/ Am Your Father.” 


Star Wars: Episode V The Empire Strikes Back 


he. Biggest. Wioment. Ever. This was the mother of all plot twists— 

of rather, the father. Luke has been bested: mot yet a Jedi, his brash 
neture heads to the lightsaber duel that ends The Empire Strikes Bact. but 
time confrontation is premature as Luke's skills are still immature. Having 
@Stablished Darth Vader as the ultimate evil in the galaxy, as well as a 
Seordeman able to take down Obi-Wan Kenobi, the outcome of the bette 
shouldn't really come as & Surprise. But the resulting dialogue, with a one 
handed Luke clinging to a simple outrigging miles above nothingness and 
Voder in the only position of power, is the ultimate sunrise. 

Vader's bold claim of parentage (not to mention his resulting sug: 
Bestion thet lagether, father and son oowkd overthrow the Emperor and 
mule the galaxy) was 50 shocking, so unbelievable, thet many fars felt it 
Wes 8 lie ora gambit—an arnbiguily intentionally created by Geoege Lucas 
43 “an escape hatch for the kids psychologically, 50 they can deny it.” 
Surely thes third flim would reves! that it was all a trick to manipulate 
Luke? Vader's a bed guy! Lyings what they do! Instead, fans had ta 
atiipt thee truth: George Lucas just dellvered a sucker punch that 
would forever change the direction of the Star Wars saga, Its 
ramifications shaping not only the tinal chapter in the classic 
tniogy, but alse the (hree prequels yet to come 





it to be true.¥ 
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Siynopsia: Changing Sooeone 
Part 1; Giariian of the Pooplic 
Oban Kenot! has venue fo the planet 
Deere to diaeowrer thet the purer of the 
Separatists” o¢cupation are true, After 
barely escaping ane battle that batt hin 
Injured and in fhe care of locals, Keno 
again engages battle draids, only to bee a- 
sisted at the last moment by Anakin S&y- 
wilker and his survey team. The tee Jed! 
now find thamselhves on amission ta deal 
wh an aved bigger Separatist throat... 


ith 4 final salute through the 

canopy of his scout ship cock- 
nit, Task Force Commander Fivvic lifted 
aff the ground, the rest of ihe survey team 
dase behind. Standing outside ihe Swens 
family barn where he'd spent the past 
four days, Ob. Wan Kenobi wabehed the 
ships disappear inte Ine Daagra Sky, war 
daring if this might possely nat be the 
emartest decision he'd mide this marth, 

Beside him, Anakin Skewalker stirred 

“11's mat too late to call them back,” he 


. pointed out 


Obi-Wan took a deep breath. Smert or 
riot, it wae what they had to do. “Yes. it 
&,” he said firmly. 

“Geocdh.” Anakin tumned to face eat, 
holding a hand up to shield his @pes 
from the carly morning sun, “So they're 
in there, huh?" 

QOb-Wan tumed, foo. Cutting acess 
the vast expanse of farmland in the near 
distance was 4 line of tall, gray cliffs, 
A kiloneter or so south of where they 
Stood, a raging whitewater river bolled 
out of a narrow gorge in the cliff face, 
the turbulence subsiding @& the water 
spread oul infa a wkter riverbed and 
burried boward the north, “Se it would 
seom,” he told Anakin, “The trick's going 
to be patting in there with them,” 

“Flying in is definitely out,” Anakin 
mused. “They'll ba expecting that, and 
A gorge thet narrow doesn't leave much 
Taneuwvedng mom. Could wa rappel doan 
trom the tee of the cliff 

“That would be an awtully long rappel, 
Obi Wer pointed out doutitfully, measur 
ing (he cliff face with Fis eyes. “AL least 
half a kilometer, 4nd wae woukaeat brie 
where to start—irlan said the mourn 
tains run 10 kilometers back from the 
cliff face.” 

“Then there's only one aparoacn left," 
Anakin sald. “H we can't fy or rappel, 
we'll have fo Sevir.” 


“Iwas afraid you were going bo say 
that,” Ob-iWan said, “Let's po see what 
Histan sey." 
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harlan Swens's eeponse was pretty much 
what Obi-Wan had expected. “You two,” 
he declared, “must be isa.” 

“That foes without saying.” Anakin 
agreed. “But is it possible?” 

“Nel a chanee,” Kirlan said, gesturing 
them to the tattc, “Trissa, can you get 
us some misti*" 

“Sure,” his wife said, crossing over to 
the Simmeng wri. “tou children, go work 
on your chanes.” 

“Aw, Mom,” Tereer-old Kit preeiestierd, 
“Can't we stay and listen?” 

“ie worl inkestugt,” his younger sister 
fizty aided, “We promise,” 

“OFF, both of you.” Trissa said firmly. 
“This is grownup talk, Maybe later you 
tan spend Some more time wilh aur 
Buests.” 

Silently, cleary under protest, the chil- 
dren lett. “First problem's the cumrerit,” 
Kirlan said, turning back te the Jedi. 
“You'd need a high-speed dia beak to 
make any headwery, only | doubt a dive 
boat would have enough room to sub 
merge in (hal mare of boulders where 
the river comes out.” 

“What about going in from the up- 
stream direction?” Oban asked. 

Kirlan shook his head, “The entrance 
to the gorge is even nanawer than the 
exit. | don't know of any dive boat that 
watild fit in there.” 

“Bow aiaut a regular boat?” Ariakin 
asked, 

“They're bownd to spot anything on the 
Suirface,” Ob4Wan pointed out. “Could we 
climes our way in fram the upsirean end? 
Say, halfway up the cliffs where they 
might mot have any eansare placed?” 

“You could try rappelling.” Trissa sug- 
gested as she brought a fresh pitcher af 
miésti to the table. 

“They'll be watehing for intruders coer 
ing in from above.” Oban tald her. 

“| didn't mean that kind of rappelling,” 
Trissa sed. “| meant the underwater type.” 

Dbi-ian blinked. “Excuse me?” 

“ll was something my friends and | 
usted to do when we werk younger,” she 
explained. “You fasten a cable abowe the 





entrance to the gorge, than held on and 
slit along if, letting: the river current 
cerry you downstream.” 

Kirlan looked at her, his reguih hanging 
slghily open. “Your mother told me you'd 
been a wild child,” Fe said, “Bat that's 
just nuts.” 

“Fhamind me to tell you sometime about 
Anakin's career in Padracing.” Ob-Wan 
said dri. “Trissa, can this ba dong cam. 
pletely underwater, a is Whe fiver tod 
sheliow at that point?" 

"We never submerged completely,” 
Trssa said, fawnang in cancentration. 
“At least, mot on purposes. Bout as Inert 
as we slaved in ihe riddle of the cher- 
nal, | don't remember the rocks being a 
problem, | think you could gel Tar enough 
underwater to be hidden and still be 
safe. Of course. you'd need secre kind 
of brewiher equipement.” 

“Those we've got” Obi-Wan tald her. 
“What do you think, Anakin?" 

The younger man Shrugged. “li it was 
easy, eworyond would do it,” he said, 
“Lel'S Bo See Fiow much cable weve got 
with ws." 


The river was a narrow torrent of foan 
and Spray cutting irugh & groove in the 
mountains 25 it road toward the taller 
line of clits ahead and the valley be- 
yond them. “We usually started further 
downstream, right at lhe beginning of ihe 
cliffs.” Triesa said, her voice barely aud+ 
ble over the noise, “I don't know any good 
places to ablach your cables up here.” 
"Wie" ll find something,” Obi-Wan os- 
sured her, looking araured, It would irr 
deed have been simpler to start et the 
Borge itself, but the Separatists would! 
have sensors planted there to watch 
for intruders. Here, a couple of tumings: 
upstream, they could hopefully get far 
enough undarwater to slip in unnoticed. 
“How about thal?” Anakin asked, point: 
ing to a short but thicktrunked tree grow 
ing batween two large boulders on the 
far side, Without warting for an answer, 
he did a Jedi leap over the rolling water 
to land beside it, He gave the tromk a 
coOunle of experimental tugs, then tuned 
and nodded. 
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Chi-Wan nodded back, “Laks like 
we'd set,” he told Kirlan and Tiss, 
“Thanks for your help. And thank Pickers 
egain from ws for letting you borrow his 
landspeedter." 

“Sure.” Kiran looked down at the 
river, “Do you want u& bo wait for you 
someplace?” 

"Ho, just fo home,” Obi-Wan said, 
“We'll lat you know if and when we 
need a pick up.* 

“All right.” Kitlam said. "Good luck.” 
Turning, he started picking his way 
through the boulders back howard where 
they'd left the landspeiier, rissa 
fingered for one last book at Ooi-Wan, 
then nodded silently and followed her 
husband. 

Dbe Wan watched uni they were out 
of sight. Then, stretching out to the 
Fores, he heaped over the naar bo where 
Anakin had just finished fastening his 
line arqund the trea. “Trissa doasn't 
seem happy about this,” the younger 
Man commented. 

“She was. pretty angry with her hushed 
for bringing nue bo feet here: alter | gt 
shot down,” Obi-Wan explained as ie 
pulled aut some cord from his cable dis- 
penser. “She was podite enough about it, 
but it was obvious. | think she's working 
RhNGUpH Sone Bult ower that.” 

“Wiel, | sure wasulin't wiark te risk my 
family for a stranger,” Anakin said darkly, 
“| maan...if l had a family." 

OoHien's throat tightened as he felt 
the ache In hs Padewan’s heart. it was 
12 years after his mothers death, yet 
her absence was Still as fresh as the day 
Anakin had fost her. Sameday, he woukd 
have to get the young man to tell him the 
whole story of that inckdant. 

“Theat water's not golng to get any 
Wanner,” Anakin poled out, and Ob- 
Wan coukd serge han pushing the pain 
away ilo the back of hes mired, 

“Rint,” Oban said, checking his line 


and then Anakin's. The tree they were 


using had broad pune leaves; pinching 
aff a handful of them, he stuffed them 
into his tunis, 

“What's that fore” Anakin asked 

“Youll sec,” Obi-Vian told him, pulling 
his Aquata ASS breather from its pouch 
with & teinge of painful memories of his 
cam. The breather would always remind 
him af thet mission to Naboo, and the 
fos of his Master Qui-Gor.... 
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He shook the thoughts awey. “Watch 
Out for sensors,” te said and set ihe 
breaiher between his eth, Getting 6 
Bip on his cable dispenser, he waded 
into the river. 

He'd made it only knee deep before 
& sudden surge in the flaw knocked his 
Tee? out from under hin. He toppled back- 
ward, bul Anakin wees ready and caught 
him in a steadying Force grip, Regaining 
his balance, he played out the Gable and 
lowared himsalf the rast of the way. 

Once, a lang tine ago, he'd been 
caught in the open during one af the 
sudden monsoon rainstorms of Matar, 
whore huge drags Griver by Strong cow 
draft winds came down wilh enough toeme 
to bruise the skin and oocasionally even 
kill small animals. This was wary much 
the same sensation, emcept that instead 
of lukewarm tropical rain, the water here 
wes crind-numbingly oka, If pounded his 
head and shoulders, tearing al his hair 
and tunic. buffeting against him and try 
ing to twist his head sidaways as he 
moved deeper into the stream. 

Hetf a meter below the surface, thank- 
fully, mesh of the turbulence wad Bone, 
But the current was, if anylng, even 
stronger. Instead of a rainstorm, he rene 





-felt as If he was being dragged through 


a lake by an angry acklay running at full 
speed. Bowing his heed slightly to try to 
SEG past his feet, wincing as the shift 
in peeShure furiebeed a Lorre ch thee icy 
water Straight down the back of his neck, 
he started downstream, 

Out of the comer of his aye, he saw 
something leet ease past him. it was 
Anakin: but unlike ObF-Wan's more cau 
tidus feckfrst approach, his Padawan 
had tumed himself around ane was head 
ing face-first down the river, his cable dis- 
penser held tightly against his chest, the 
line caught in 6 loose grip between his 
beats for stability. He looked at Obi-Wan 
as fe paged, his face crivkling with a 


brie? grin behind his breather, and comin 


ued on. Mentally shaking his head, hop 
Ing the other didn't brain himself against 
a rock, Ob-iWven fotkewed. 

They had cleared thelr second curve 
when be felt Anakin's warning flash inte 
his mind. Stop! 

He sent an acknowledgement and slowed 
to a cautious crawl. Anakin was waiting a 
short distance sheed, five meters back 
from € point where the sunlight stean- 











ing throwgh the foam abrupth' faded 
away, Marking the entrance to the gorge, 
There, fastened to & boulder at the divid- 
ing line between light and gloom, wee the 
Siriall black disk of a visual scanner, Ape 
parently, ihe Separatisis weren't taking 
chances on even such an unlikely back 
door as this. 

Unfortunately for them, their security 
setup hadn't taken Jedi into account. 
Getting a anehanded grip on his cabla, 
Ob-Wan dug cut the tree leaves he'd col- 
lected earlier, Ae held then up in rock 
of Anakin'’s eves, caught the other's 
flash of understanding, are lat them go. 

The current caught the leaves, send- 
ing them skittering down the channel. 
Stretching oul to the Force, Ob- Wan 
Auiged their paths, running them around 
and past the scanner, Then, just as the 
sacondtoelast lead wes passing. he caupht 
itn a Force grip, holding it quivering in 
front ef the sensor 26 if its stem hed been 
Gauent by a crack in the rocks. 

Anakin ws Bore in an instant, slicing 
down his catle at typically reckless speed, 
Obi-Wan was right behind him, keeping 
the leaf in front of the scanner until they 
were Safely past, then releasing it to 
shoot past him and disappear. Slowing 
toa saler Speed, weiching for more Ser 
cores, the teo Jedi continued an, 

With no idea where along the 10+ 
Kilometer length the Separatists had 
their base, Ob-Wan hed hed some con 
cerns that he and Anakin would run out 
of wither ait or cable before they reached 
it. As it turned out, though, (ene was reo 
need for worry. They had gone only a cou 
ple of kllometers whan the current suct 
denly subsided to a manageable level, 
and a manent later, he spotted a far- 
est of large pillars rising fran the boul- 
ders at the bottom of the river at a paint 
where the dim light from overhead went 
completely black. Tapping Aneikin'’s shoul 
der, ObtiWan gestured, and together they 
worked their way over to one of the pillars 
to their len. 

They flogied to the surface and found 
themselves a couple of meters below the 
Bdge of a parmacrata platfiomn spanning 
the entire width of the gorge. The pillar 
was too wile to pet their anne araund, 
bul the steady hammering of the river 
had gouged handhaldsized pits in its sur 
face, and with only a little trouble, they 
were able to climb up to the platform. 









Carefully, they eased their heads aver 
ihe edge. 

li was & Separatist research facility all 
right, exactly as Ob-Wan had expeched. 
What he hadn't eected wars. that it 
would be this big. There were et least 
a dozen buildings perched on the par- 
macrate slab, some of therm the relativaly 
compact size of research labs and power 
generators, others the larger droid stor- 
ame and recharging facilities, and others 
were larger equipment storage or repair 
shops. One building near the comer was 
defintiely Meimoidian-style Iving, quarters. 

But it was a pair of extradarge buildings 
butting up against the apposite sicas of 
the cavem that sent a shiver down his 
hack, a shiver that had nothing to do with 
ihe cold water he'd bten soaking in far 
the past hour, Each wis lhree stories. 
hagh with walls that wore featureless @x: 
cepl for wide doors at ground Ievel ancl 
rows Of small windows beneath the raat 
overhear, 

Exacth the sart of buildings that might 
house major fabrication facilities. 

“Whoa.” Anakin raurrnured. “They've 
heen busy, hawon't they 

“Indeed,” Oo-Wan agreed grimly, 
retunning his breather to its pouch. 
“You see just past the buildings, bem 
the gorge raraws again? Looks to 
me lie (hig whole sectlon of cavern is 
artificial, carved aut to give themselves 
mare room,” 

“Makes the whole Stay trip worth 
while,” Anakin said. He poinbed to the 
buildings thet had caught ObiWan's 8t- 
‘tention. “I vote we start with thoge big 
oes along the sides. They're pressed 
prethy close to the cavem walls, so there 
should be anygane wandering arqure 
back there to bother us, and thase win 
dows book big enough to get through.” 

“Assuming the builders bothered with 


windows an the side facing the wall,” Obl 


Wan said doubtfully, 
“They did,” Anakin assured him. “Those 
wirdows are mostly for ventilation, ane 
the builders will have wanted to take am- 
vantage of ihe airflaw slong the wall.” 
Obi-Wan shrugged, peering upward. 
High overhead, though still protected by 
the walls of the forge, he could see ihe 
black spots of STARS. on patrol, Just as 
well he and Anakin hadn't tried coming 
dean that way, “One way bo find aut,” he 
| said, “Nice and quiet, mow." 








They dropped back inte the suming 
water and worked their way to the left 
through the forest of supparts, Winer 
Ob? Wen judged they'd gone far enough, 
he carved a set of hand and foothalds ir 
the rock with his lightsaber and climbed 
up beneath the plattonm. Alert for signs 
of danger, he carefully sliced a large hoe 
through the permactete, uaing the Foroe 
to dower ther plug irita the water. There 
were no Weimoidians of droids visible 
when he poked his heath up, and a mire 
ute later, he and Analan were Stareding in 
ihe narrow gap between ihe builciryg and 
ihe caver wall. 

Anakin had been right: The windows 
they'd Seen were indeed repeated on 
this sde—and many were open for vente 
lation. Tucking his lightsaber into his belt, 
he made a Forrassisied pimp up to ona 
af the open windows, grabbing the edge 
with hooked fingertips, Pulling hinselt up, 
he peered Inside. 

He had expected to find a building filled 
Lo the ceiling with the heavyduty faarica 
tion machinery. To his surorise, ihe bik 
ing was largely emety with most of its 
research equipment pushed back around 
the edfes with only a meter of ventila- 
tion space bebveen the walls and the 
Various consoles. A doven Neimaidians 
were gathered around a large rat lying, 
in the oenter of the floor, whale a purnber 
of worker dreids worked at various &4- 
sermily tables thet had been set up just 
inside the ring of consoles. A maze of 
crane tracks crisscrossed the ceiling, 
and a service catwalk ran around the 
entire intarior bencath the line of win- 
dows. After pulling himself hirough the 
window, Ob-iWven dropped fat orto the 
catwalk and eased his way to lhe edge. 

He was studying the layout below wien 
Anakin crawled inte join him, “| gree up," 
the: ofher munrured., “What is this placer" 

"Wo iden,” Obi-Wan seid. “The equip 
meant around the edges meees tt look like 
8 research lab, But why they're mat using 
the middle of the floor, | don’t Krew.” 

“Maye whatever they've been work: 
ing on is aut of the building right naw?" 
Anakin suggested. “Theat big mat could Eve 
what ik was resting om.* 

*Then why dees everyone seem so 
interested in ihe mat itself?" GbeWan 
countered. 

“Good paint,” Anakin said, “Went ime 
te go ask them?" 


“Let's try to be a bit more suite than 
that, shall we?” Obi-Wan seid as he 
studied the roam below, “Maybe start by 
pulling the records off that ROS com 
puter doen there. wish we had @ drat 
Vai Th ues.” 

“Maybe wedo.” Anakin sim, poling 
toward the right. “lent that the AS from 
your scout ship?” 

Ob-Wan blinked in surprise. Ik was Ar- 
threo, all right, Strapped to a tall equap 
mant rack and hooked up te a decryption 
analyzer. “I should have guessed they'd 
bring it here from the: wreckage,” he sald, 
atuicking the room's layoul more closely. 
At the moment, the dread was aut of ihe 
inmmediate line of sleht of the Meine 
iang gathered in the canter. If he could 
Bel chan fore the catwalk without bring 
seen and get behind the anaiyzer, he 
should be able to free the droid without 
raising the alarm, Qnoe that was. coo 


pushed, they could mows through the ven - 


tiletion comidor behind the consoles and 
fet to the Reve, “Wert free,” he told Arie 
kin, starting to gather his feet under him. 

“Mo. Ugo,” Anakin said. Bafore Obi: 
Wan éould object, he grabbed the edge 
of the catwalk, flipped over the side, and 
dropper silently to the tloor below, Duck- 
ing behind the nearest cabinet, ha hun 
hered down and headed toward Arthrae. 

Obi-Wan shifted hes attention back ta 
the Heimaldians, still warking om the 
mats. But even as he watched, ane of 
them straightened up and starbed watk- 
ing with exaggerated casualness. toward 
one of the nearby consoles. Apparently, 
Anakin's drop ta the floor hadn't been 
a secrete a Ihey'd hoped. 

He primaced, but Ihere was nothing for 
It. Pulling out his gable disperncer, he ax 
truded a few meters and abllached a grap 
pling hook to the end, then threw the: hh 


lo catch on one of the ceiling cranes. Pull- 


ing out his lightsaber, he swung Gown to 
ward the Neimcadians below. 

The one whe'd been heeding toward 
the line of consoles gewe 8 throaty yelp 
and beole into a run, Still in midair, Gb- 
Wan locked his lightsaber on aad hued 
it ahead of the alien, If slioed through the 
three closest racks, sending up @ spray 
af sparks and bringing the Meimoidian 
to @ sudden panic halt. “Everyone stay 
whert you are,” ObiiWan ordered as he 
hit the foor, shretohing out with the Foros 
to call his fiehisaber back to his hand. 
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The command was superivous. Aside 
from turning to face him, the rest of the 
Neimeldiens were still right where they'd 
been standing when he'd started doew4n 
from the catwalk, clustered refer MOLES ly 
around the far end of ie reat, 

Which, in Ob: Wan's experience, wasn't 
tke Neimoiians at all. They should have 
boon running like frightened neeks, sc:at- 
tering toward exits, alanm buttons, of likely 
places to hide. Lightsaber ready, senses 
alert for trouble, he started taward then, 
He reached the edge of the mat, neting 
an add sence of anticipation in the air, 
and started to take another step. 

4nd without warning, the mat's upper 
surface sucdenly split opan along its dl 
aponals and 100 small cbjects burst out. 

He wrenched his foot back from its in- 
tended landing spot, shoving hard off 
the floor with his either feat te leage half 
ameter backward as a group of flying 
disks Spun araued in farmation and shot 
through the air straight at him. His light 
suber stashed, slicing across thant—with 
a multiple concussion, they exploded into 
a blistering rain of shrapnel, 

His Jedi peflemes, were all that saved 
him, Sending hin ducking aay sa that 
the fying bets of metal perforabed a fiery 
Bath aorass his shoulder and back in- 
stead of his face and throat. Suppressing 
the pain, he twisted back around to find 


another group of the disks spinning to- 


ward him. Gatching them iin a Force grip, 
he threw them herd toward the far end 


of the bulking, 


There was a warning flicker from ihe 


| Force, and Ie looked down to find a 

| doren small rectangular droide s&kitter- 

| ing toward him on tiny lags. He slashed 
‘with his lighteaber, dodging around out 


of thelr reach as he winced In anticipa- 
tion of more explosions. But then were 


| mo blasts from this type. Instead, pools 


Of eviFoking green liquid spurted fram 
each as be cut it open, and the room be- 
gan to fill with the hissing and pungent 


| fumes of acid as ft ata its way into the 


permacrate and meted of the floor. 
“Watch out!” Anakin’s voles shouted 
from behind hin 
He noked up fron the acid draids to 
find @ double squacran of small spheres 


| wih short glider wings shooting. toward 


him. Quoking to the side, he threw him- 
self into a flat roll that brought him up 
onto one knee. The spheres changed 
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oourse back toward him, ad he slashed 
inte the first with his lighisaber, 

Obi Wan paso as the droad burst into 
@ brilliant ekectrical discharge and sent a 
flash of current arcing into his arms and 
down his side, spasming his muscles 
and enveloping hin briefly Ina coronal 
haze. The other spheres were still corn 
ing: clenching his teeth, trying desper: 
ately to unkniot his muscles, he swung 
his fightsaber up bo meet then, 

Even as Obi-Wan realized that ha 
would newer mabe it in time, there wes 
a shout from behind him and Ane&in 
igaped to the attack, his own lighit- 
saber slashing back and forth anong 
the spheres as he soared through their 
Mmadst, By the time his feet hit the deck 
again, half the spheres wore smaking 
pieces of mubble scattered on the dack. 
Ducking beneath the rast of them, 
Anakin stretched out hls hand and 
sent them tumbling, away. 

“Thanks,” ObHWan managed, lightirur 
fo UNkMOe Ais Miuseckes. 

“No problem,” Anakin said, pointing 
across the rear, The Neimedians were 
finally on the run, charging for all they 
were worth toward the exits. “Do we 
care if our friands leave? 

“ho, let ther go,” ObHVan puffed, his 
knees shaking with the aternath of the 
Blectrical Bilack. “fou peel the tech date 
downicad, dich'® wou” 

“Arihinie's piling it out now,” Anadsin 
assured him, nodding toward one of 
ihe comers. of the ragm. “Looks like 
our other frends are regrouping.” 

DolWan tumed in that direction, The 
disk-shaped explogive droids he'd seat 
tered earlier had gathered together in the 
corner, hovering in lose formation as 
if deciding how exactly to structure thelr 
nest attack. “So are your shockers,” he 
said, nodding to another comer where 
tha winged spheres Anakin had dispersed 
hed also congregated. The worker araids, 
he noted peripherally, had retreated to 
the ventilation cenicer behind the roves of 
consis, clearhy wanting mo pert of this. 
“Looks like they're planning something." 

“They re wey too small to heave that 
kind of intelligence,” Anakin argued, 
“There must be someone or something 
alse controfiing them.” 

“Probably something in the mat itsetf,” 
Ob Wan suggested. “) thought | saw a 
Blint of wires as it opened.” 





“Well, whatever's running, them, at's 
Bet rid of them,” Anakin said. * Uh-oh..." 

“What?” G6-Wan asked, stretching cat 
toward the disks with the Foros. To his 
SUTpIse and constemation, he couldn't 
Seem 1a get a good grip on ary of them. 

“They're vibrating.” Anakin said. “Wart 
able frequency, verlale Intensity. They re 
not going to be easy to—watel out!” 

Obi-Wan dropped his gaze, this light- 
saoer swinging downward lin his hands at 
the urgent prompting af the Fores, Just 
in tire, too; wilh his attention distracted 
by the hovering deaids across the room, 
@ hall dozen of the acid draids had rear: 
aed ta sneak up on him. Even as the 
tip of his lightsaber blade sliced into the 
permacrete floor, the droiel in the besacl 
Spal a marrow stream of geeen liquid at 
his torse. It hit the lightseber blade and 
BOUnCED back in @ fenshaped spray thal 
washed over thro of the others, sending 
them seurrying away ina flurry of hissing 
and burning outer shells, 

Before any of the others could react, 
Anakin stretched out with the Force aad 
Tipped then over onia their backs, swiv- 
ating (hem to point their sprayers ina 
safe direction. “Cube,” the younger man 
Brurted a5 their short lags flaled anounad, 

“That's okay,” Ob-Wan told him grimly. 
“We can be cute, too. You think you cee 
fet a grip on one of those eaplocding 
disks far mre? 

Anakin frowned in concentration. “Let 
Me S68...yes, got t" 

“Then pet ready.” Obi-Wan told him. 
Getting one of the acid drokds in a Poros 
Bip, he hurled it aoross the roan toward 
ihe tying spherss, 

It took the control system perhaps 
half a second to catch on—but that hall: 
Second wad all hae. Even as ihe fying 
spheres broke formation and started to 
disperse, Anakin yanked his explosive 
drei out of the disk formation and hurled 
iton a collision course with Ob-iWVan's 
acid droid. 

Their paths intersected just in front of 
the scattering spheres, and with a flash 
of fire, the spheres were suddenly erwel- 
Oped in a cloud of pran ached. Even be- 
fore the: sound of the blast faded awey, 
Obi-Wan and Anakin caught up the re 
raining acid droids and began hurling 
them ke an interceptor missile spread 
at the remaining explosive divks, 








The disks dodged frantically, but 
the droits were corning at them too 
quickly and there simply wasn't enough 
TMAneLVEMNE space in their come|er. Two 

| more collisions, twa more explosions of 

Breen amnieke, and the battle was aver 

“Well, ihat was fun,” Anakin sid, 
"Wou okey?" 

“| think S0,° Obi-Wan said, eyeing the 
last of lhe smoking electrical droids as 
it settled unsteadily to the floor and lay 
still. Closing down his lightsaber, he 
winged his fingers experinventally. The 
nUMonees was nears fon, theeugiy the 
Ehrapael injuries across his back would 
require a healing trance somewhere dawn 
the read. “Pl Ge fee.” 

“Good,” Anakin said, “Rule nurvber 
one: Try not to be grounded when = high 
yollage capacitor weagon Faps you.” 

“Vl try to remember that.” Obi-Wan 
seid ciryly. 

“Rule number two.” Anakin went ori, 
his vote Siiklenty tight a ee bekd up his 
ght hand. “Dont have an artificial hand 
when you do it.” 

A hand, Obi Warn sca, Tia wae visibly 
trembling, “Gan you still fight wath it?" 
he asked. 

Anakin shrugged. “it's mot too bad, but 
I may not be up te taking! on a full garrison 
of battle droids.” He walked over to the 
ripped met, steaping carefully around the 
Sill sizding pils in the permaaebe. “Nice 
little bocbytrap they've come up with.” 

“Yes,” Gb-Wan seid, studying It care 
fully, There was a thin bese layer of rier 
chinery insite, but askie from that the 
thing looked pretty light—and waterproof, 
perhaps? 

“Go BL Arne,” the bold Anakin, gland 
Ing around the room. His eves fell ona 
Broup of three equipment racks, each of 
them aver @ meer wide and deep, and 

a pood two meters tall, and he crassed 
over to it Igniting his lightsaber, he sliced 
away the shell supports, releasing the 
equipment boxes to crash onto the floor 
in a tangle of cables and power fines. 
Lifting the three racks, Obi-Wan carried 
them back be the erngty mat, layirag tren 
together on their sides in the center af 
the material. By the thine Anakin retuned 
wilh Arthree, he had the edges of the 
mist pulled tightly up around the sides, 
hooking the material in place on the 
“mounting pins. 


“This looks interesting,” Analcin com- 
mented, eying the contragtion. “| hope 
you don't think theyre just goirut te let 
us float our wey out of here,” 

“lm hoping they'll have bigger things 
to worry about by then,” ObeWan assured 
hirn, pulling out his lihisaber again and 
digeing inte the floor, “Put Arthrae aboard 
and pet needy." 

He finished cutting their &sit hale, fet: 
ting the slab of parmacrete drop inte the 
Surging nver below. Together, he and Ana 
kin fitted ihe makeshitt boat over the open 
ing. aned let it carefully denn, Anakicn, be 
noted with silent approval, had fastened 
line to one and af the boat, which he 
new tethered to (he upstream eine of 
the opening with his grapple, Gripping the 
edges of the hala. the two Jedi lowered 
TheniselWwes Gaa4i. 

To Obi Wan's relief, his conbraption did 
indeed finat “We're just Boing to cide the 
Sure?” Anakin shouted over the noise, 
SqUInting as lhe waves threw spreny aft 
the support pdlars on eater side, 

“Yes, with a little troublemaking along 
the way,” Obi-Wan said. igniting his light: 
saber, he slashed the blade at an angle 
across the nearest pillar. With a grind- 
ing thud, the top part of the eoturnn slid 
partially past the lower section, pulling 
asenes of hairline cracks in the plat- 
form where the sudden dead welt now 
dragged al it, 

“An” Anakin said, nodding his under 
standing. “Like you seid, bigger things for 
them to worry aout.” He sliced through 
the pillar an the oppesite side of ihe 
boat, then raached over and cut their 
anchor line. 

The boat took off, bucking along the 
waves like.a sprinting animal. The te 
Jedi kept busy, cutting ewary pillar within 
reach 2s they went, Ahead, the far edge 
af the platform loomed, and they shot 
out into the open area of the gorge to 
Tind 8 dozen battle diids on STAPS how 
ering in wail. Sevotting: the boat, they swiv 
a@iad to face it and opened fire. 

Oban stretched out with the Force, 
leting it guide his Rehtsaber as he de 
flected away the shots that came mar. 
The boat passed beneeth the sentry line, 
and he Turned to beep his lipitsaber be 
teeen him and the droids as they spun 
around and gave chase. Keeping his 
WEAPON moving, deflecting the sivots 






straight back at the STAPS wherever 
possible, he settled into his defense. 

They'd gone perhaps another dozen 
meters when it suddenly penetrated his 
comiial tunnel vision that Anakin wasn't 
using the standard Jedi technique of de- 
flecting the droids® own weapons back 
agalmat them. In fact, as ObbWan paused 
for a quick breathes, he saw that his Pada 
war's deflected shots wire instead going 
harmlessly back toward the base itself, 

Was his artificial hand stil malfunction 
ing’? If so, they were about to be in earl 
aus trouble. A fresh cluater of STAPS hed 
appear aver the base, far mere than he 
could handle alone, “Anakin” he showtesd 
over the water's roar, “You're not hitting 
the droids!” 

"lim mot airing forthe draids!" the 
ober shouted back, “I'tr aiming far that 
power peneraber at te edge of le bese!” 

Chin soded tehthy, He should haa 
known. Settling back into combat mode, 
he started aiming his own deflected shats 
taward the generstor 

The droid reinvforcenents were juckt 
clearing the edge of the base when the 
Heanerator blew, throwing debris inte the 
Ar and sending @ concussion wave down 
the gorge that nearly knocked Obi-Wan 
Guo! the Goat. Through the sricke, he 
caupit a pimpse of a darcn STARS plum. 
meting out of control, while beneath 
them a breken section of the base's par 
Macete plato collapsed ponderausly 
inthe the river, 

And wiih their base disintegrating and 
their Neimoidian masters in imminent 
danger of drowning, the drokds did indeed 
SLMddenhy haw bigger things to worry 
about than & pair of escaping Jedi. As 8 
Sligat bend in the gorge cul off his view, 
Obi-Wan saw the surviving STAPs tun 
around end head back for rascue duty. 

Quds were, they weren't golng to be 
There in tere. 





“Theyre called crawl-carriers,” Anakin 
told Kirlan and Trissa when they were 
oon again sitting arund the kilehen 
table. “It's an experimental weapons- 
dallvery system designed for anticity or 
Bnibae intrusion” 








“So how [S it betier than a nonmal 
armored carrier?” iran asked. 

“Waink berauee Mean pet its package 
Alot chaser before it's spolled,” Anakin 

| said. “They travel very slowly when they 
Gotect sensor probes oc nearby obser: 
6s, Bnd only pick up the pace when no 
one's looking. Throw in some camo 
» flage, and they can be on your dearsheg 
| before you know it.” 

“It's not something you'd use in the 
middle of a battle,” Obi-Wan added. 

"it's a long-term weapon you'd set 
Mining days of een weeles before 
you plan to attack.” 

“Or you'd use tt without any offacial 
attack at all.” Kirlan @rewvhed, “Look at 
what i's Carrying: antipersonnel explo- 
shes, building-collapsing acids, power 
Gric-aracking capacitors, | strikes me 
More as a terror weapon.” 

“You could be right.” Obi-Wan con 
caded. “We haven't really seen that 
sort of hing fron the Separsiists, but 
they man be starting to think In mew 
diractions.” 

“Tl SRS So incre,” Trissa mur- 
mured, “You think something like this 
could actually work?" 

“It already has,” Obi-Wan told her 
grimly, “One of thease has to be what 
brought down oy scout ship.” He iookesd 
sideways at Anakin. “Which brings us to 
the bad news. According to the base’s 

oreconds, thet particular canier is still on 
the loose.” 

Ts caught ber breath, “You mean 
i's in our fields?" 

“YOUrS OF Someone e196" Angkir 
sald. “The carriers are autonomous, 

which meiens thet the fact that thelr 
base fs gone hasn't bothered it ary. If 
ftwas fully charged, it could keep going 
for a long irre.” 

“But you can find it, can't wu?” Trissa 
Asked erhowsly. 

“We'll certainly try” ObeWan sald. “Ill 
take the scout ship up first thing im the 
morming and do a scan, But with all its 
shielding and camouflage, it's going to 
bus pretty herd to seat." 

“Plus the fact that all cur motion sen 

8078 afe designed to locate and react to 
things coming in at high speed,” Anakin 
added. “Probebly why they were axpreri- 
manting with something this stow in the 
vst alesse,” 
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“It has to be making for Vale City,” Kir- 
lan rumbled. “That's the anh population 
canter nearby bie énouwgh to bother with.” 

“| agree,” Obi-Wan said, “We need to 
find it before it gots there.” He hesitated. 
“And then Agure out how to stop it” 

“Can't you call in reinforcements?" 
Trissa asked. 

"We can call, but they mey net answer,” 
Anakin sald. “There's @ lot of action go- 
Ing on in this Sector right now, and we're 
saread pretty thin, Sector Command may 
not be able to free up anyone.” 

“Especial when all that's at stake 
if aminor city on an even more miner 
planet?” Kirke asked bivintly. 

Oban grimaced but modded. “Yes,” 

Kiran nodded back, “Thanks for being 
honest Okey, then. Gan you destroy it?" 

“Ldont know," Obi-Wan had to admit. 
“They're programmed far threat anealysls 
areal response, which is why the one at the 
bast opened when | approached it. Gut 
there, with more potential targets than 
just me, the droits may very well seather 
before Anakin and | can deal wilh all of 
tham. We need a way to destroy the whole 
thing at omee befare that can hapoen.* 

“| have a question,” Trissa said, “What 
happens if you attack it and don't destroy 
it, but it hasn't reached Vale yet?" 

“Then it'll attack whatever It can find,” 
OG-Wan said quigth, “That means one or 
more of the homesteads,” 

“And they'll kill everpane there,” Trissa 
murmured, 

Obi-Wan nodded, “Yes.” He paused, 
waiting Tor the inevitable accusations 
and recriminations because, ultinately, 
all of this was his fault. if he hadn't been 
Tying low enough for the creawhearrier to 
pick him off, or fhe and Anakin hee sir 
ply left with the rest of the survey tear 
eary this morning, none of this would 
be happening. 

But to his mild surprise, ihe inevitable 
didnt happen, Kirlan and Trisea looked 
al each other wilh thet silent communica 
fica he'd seen before in people who were 
very close; and with a microsoopic nod 
from each, they tumed te the twa Bex, 
“Then | guess we'll have to make Sure 
that doasn't happen,” Kirtan said firmly, 
Betting to his feet. “Come on.” 

“Where are we gomg?” ObiWan asked 
85 the other led the way out of the kitchen 
and down the hall, Kiran didn't answer 
but muenly walked to the Iving room and 











Bestured inside. Obl-Wan stepped through 
the entryway and blinked. Sitting quietly 
on the chairs and couches ware most of 
ihe same friends and neighbors Kiran 
and Trisse had assembled the first right 
he'd been here. “| wondered who all the 
other peage were,” Anakin murmured 
from behirid firs, 

*| didn’t even notice,” Obi-Wan cen 
fessed, studying their faces. The last Pao 
time he'd faced (his group, thei predomb- 
nant emotions hed beer fear ane antago 
nism, The fear was sill there, but row it 
was Colored with determination and sup 
port. “What's going ane” 

*Lehould think that was obvious,” 
Hance said, The same men, Obi-Wan re 
membered, who a tew days ago had flatly 
accused him of bringing, lhe war to Dagro, 
“Kiran sald you might need some felp, 
That's us." 

“see,” O6-Wan said, “Don't take 
this the wrang way, bul what changtind 
your minis?” 

Hance grinned tighth. “You did,” be 
Said. “Kirlan gave you about the lowest 
jo we've Bot, Stripping crop: stubtele, 
And you did it, Motonly that, but you did 
it without complaining.” He raised his 
chin a litt. “That makes you okay in 
my book.” 

“And besides,” Kiran added, “like you 
Said, the war's already hare. | guess it's 
tine we did our part.” 

Anakin cleared his threat, “Neo disre- 
Speck or anything, fut lim not sure you're 
really equipped for this sort of fight.* 

“Whether we are or not, we can at 
least help with the first part of jour probe 
lem,” Kirtan said. “Thet cree-carrier 
may be invisibhe to city folks who don't 
Bet out in the real world mone than ance 
@ year, but it hasn't got a chance of hid: 
ing Tram pegale who know our fields as 
wall as we do.” 

SAMO 6S fo the rest af it, pou might be 
Suinpised,” Hanco sald calmly, “Come or 
if and sit down, We've got some serous 
strategiing to da.” 

By the time the meeting broke up three 
hours later, thay had the beginnings ofa 7] 
workable plan, 

Two days later, when one of Haneo's 
daughters finally epatted the crawtcarriar, 
Chey were peachy to move. 


















“There,” Ob-Wan seid, pointing out the 
harvesters cab at a section of stubble 
whare a sargheet field had recenily been 
harvested, “A fitte marth of the center.” 

Besite hin at the harvesters corto, 
Hirlan sheok his head. “I'll take your 
word for it,” he seid. “I still can't see 
ihe blasted thing.” 

“Frankly, nether can |,” Go-Wan admit 
ted, Shifling His gate te his right. Hance’s 
harvester was paralleling them a few 
meters away with Hanco hunched de- 
termanedh over the controls, Beyoed if, 
Dolan could see the tops of Hanco's 
hause and barn, well within range af ihe 
carrier's attack drokis if thig didn" work. 
Probably one reason for the man’s grim 
expression, “But Haneo's sure, That's 
food enough for mm.” 

“ObiWan?” Anakin's voice came from 
his comlink, “hare reacty,” 

“So are we,” Ob-Wan conlirmed. “Let's 
do it.” 

“Right.” 

Slipping the coralink back into his bet, 


Obi-Wan opened ihe side door of the cab. 


“Be sure to stay to the right, an the Gar: 
riers eastem edge,” he reminded Miran. 
“And whatever you do, don't even book 
like you're @olng to run aver it.” 

“Get it,” Kiran Said, his voloe tight. 
“Good luck.” 

“Thanks.” Catching the edge of the 
doorframe, Obi-Wan swung himsell out 
onte the top step. He shifted grip, turned, 
and climbed the rest of the way up onto 
the pile of crop stubbk: bulging, ower the 
side walls of the harvester's wide grain 
bin. We cressed to the left-hand side, 
wincing at the stubble's scratchiness as 
he waded through it. Ahead end to the 
lef, rumbling southbound toward them 
on the other side of the harvested ficki, 
were bv more harvesters with Pickers 
and Juni at their controls. Perched on 
the hesged stubble atop tha nearest 
ont—Jund s—wias AnBkin, 

The four harvesters were nearnng the 
camouflaged carrier now, Kirlan’s and 
Hanco's on the eastern ecdee, the ather 
two alming to pass just to the west of it, 
and Obi-Wan found himself holding his 


breath. According to the base's records, 
the camer had been out here a week and 
a halt, and in that time it must surely 
hawt Sen passing harvesters and con- 
cluded they weren't a threat, 

Tha question was whether secing four 
of them together would be perceived as 
eormehat less inoacerit. 

Oban coukd make oul the carnier 
now, looking for all the world like a 
siienth ralsed eection of harvested sar- 
pheet field. Gazing across its artificial 
Slubble, Fe Saw Anakin lean toward his 
harvesters cab winkiw and say sane 
thing, and Jurvi made a sight. agustmernt 
in thelr direction. 

Sill mo reaction fram the carrier. 
Reaching to his belt, ObiWan got a grip 
on his lightsaber are! braced hirnsell, 

Righton cue, with the carries barely Tne 
meters ahead, Pickers sucdenh slowed 
his harvester, letting Jurwi’s roll past it, 
ihen made a hard left turn ta cut across 
in front of the craw-canker's norlhen 
edge. At the same time, Jurd pushed his 
threat to full speed, and Obi-Wan had to 
rab for a handhald 45 Kidan did beewise 
with his harvester. Glancing aver his. shout 
der, he san Hance pull a mirror irae of 
Pickers’ maneuver, cubling, behind Birlan's 
harvester to run alongside the crawl- 
caries southem edge. With a precision 
thal would Ihave done a drill bear proud, 
the harvesters bridusd to a Shop, mesally 
surrounding the cantar on all four sides, 

Even before they came to a halt, Ob: 
Wan had eaped dow Tram the bin, lance 
ing basi Kirlann's harvester, gndting, hes 
lightsaber, he made two quick slashes, 
allcing through the latches on the side of 
The bir. 

And as he stretched to the Force and 
jumped sidtwiys and backward out of 
the wary, the side wall of the bin burst 
open, relessing the load of gravel that 
had been concealed beneath the cam- 
cuflaging layer af crop stubble, His leap 
landed him beside Hanco's harvesber; 
and as the roar of flowing rock filled the 
alr, he slashed again, opening up Han- 
co's bin and adding its load of prevel to 
the flow, Leaping straight up out of the 
way, he caught the side of the bin arid 
pulled himself up onto the cab, turning 
around te look. 

IL was an even mare inipressive slp 
than he'd capected, Alneach the gravel 
pouring in from four directions had cow 


ered most of the crawhoander with oly a 
‘Small area in the center sill visible. Lift 
ing his lightsaber, he watched the ¢hear 
Brea chogely, woodering If the canriar 
would have time to spring at least a cou 
pt of its attack draids, 

But it didn’t, The last Git of the war 
machine vanished beneath the grawel, 
and the pila grew deaper, until finally the 
roaring subsided and only the idling of 
the harvesters" engines remained. 

“Everything's set," Obe Wan said, climb 
ing out of Anakin's starlighiber ad shepe 
fing over to where the Swens family 
walted. “An analysis team will be here 
tomorrow, They'll dig out the crawheander 
and take i with them tor study.” 

“Good luck to Gen,” Forlan said cowlt- 
Tully. “The 1hing’s pretty well fathers,” 

“These teams an used to looking at 
Stutf that's crashed ar been blown up,” 
Anekin pointed out dryly. “Trust ma; 
his’ 8 be a walk in the pak. Wheat did 
General Bayris say about The bounty?" 

“That's set, too,” Ob-Wan cantirmexd, 

“Bounty?” Tisea asked, frowning. 

“There's a reward for discovering and 
turning im new Separatist equipment,” 
Obi Wan explainéed. “It should be mare 
than edugh to cower all the harsher 
catches Anakin and | wrecked, plus haul: 
ing the gravel back out of Hanco's fiekt, 
plus hogefully enough left overto pe all 
af you back forthe time you took off fram — 
your work schedules.” | 

“Ane you heaving us?" Zio asked, a 
note of protest in her voice. 

“Yeah, can't you stey awhile?” Hit 
Seconded, 

“Tim sorry,” ObeWan seid, looking at 
the chikiren, “Mayie someday we can 
come back. Right mow, though, we have 
A wer to fight.” 

He looked back et Kidan and Tiissa. 
"And With luck,” he added, “that task 
will keep all of us a lang way trem your 
world.” 

“We can hope so.” idan said, stneleh- 
Ing out his hand to grip Obi-Wan's. “But 
if the war does come back to Dagro, you 
lon whe fo cell,” 

“We will,” Obi-Wan Said. “May the 
Force be with wou.” 

“And may the Jedi be with ws,” Trissa 
added. “Alweys.* 





The End 
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By Steve Sansweet 


Elliott Finds My Holy Grail— 


And Gets It Free! 


New proprietor, same shop. Insider has undergone some changes 
and will undergo some more in coming months as the new team 
at (DG Entertainment eases into the job. They have some great 
things planned that will appeal to fans and collectors as the all- 
new Hyperspace: The Official Star Wars Fan Club builds on past 
successes and both broadens its reach and deepens its offerings. 
And as the new crew is heavy on both active fans and collectors, 
you can expect to see cofllectibves coverage increase in the maga- 
Zine and online at starwars.com Hyperspace. 


Ww" lhe SUMMer convVemtion season 
well underway. along with an astra 
ordinary numer of summerconveantion 
end StarWars-Shop.com exclusives—as 
wall as the first peek at what's coming 
neat yoar—tiere’s a building excitement 
among US Gnlectors. Ard (here are some 
new licensees with extraardinary ree col- 
lectibles covering bah the original tril- 
ogy ad Episode tl that you'll be reading 
about $0007. 

With this: Solumin, we're irestitutineg a 
new feature: Pick of the Litter, .wh, 
Letter, (Too late to change? Whatewart| 
We'll chiowse the best litter,lettar of the 
Bue—stichy nanobjectivety—and the 
winter will fet a cool dupe fron eri pe 
sonal callantion, Of course, | alea get ta 
Say what's cool, 
but, hey, HU can 
always sell itan 
eBay, So without 
further dolay, let's 
sec what's on 
your minds this 
time around. 


i ant a Canadian 
currently living 
in Japan, On my 
fast Birthday, my 
brotienin-larw 
went toa famous 
Star Wars store 
in Tokyo. My 
gift was @ Boba 
Fott noon alarm. 
Mian & pare 





ra Shar Ware inaiey 





fursses fn front of the figure, a motion 
sensor is set off and good ald Boba saya 
two things or there are aster sounds. 
He also comes with a toy ester that 
ean be shot et Alm, aad he'll shoot back, 
Jowas wondering if thls D0+centineter 
tall figure is rare and how many were 
made. Tis fa't front Hasbro: if is 9 
Tiger Electronics item, 

J) Hamilton—Okayama, Japan 


“(most companies 
never give out 
production figures.” 


I'm hapay that inelde’s reach ls so far, 
2!) Your Grotherin-law got you & cool gift 
because of what the 12-inch room elarrn 
looks lee and whet it does, but it's nee 
Particularhy rare. AS you rated, it was 
made by Tiger, and it carve cut in 1948 
shortly before Hasire purchased the 
company. AS is fairly typical for a mon- 
Japanese-produced toy, it uses the same 
English-language box with stickers ap- 
plead to Ue frart and beck, bo give all mec 
essary information, Inthe U0S., the cur- 
rent price is about $10 to $12, of aroured 
half the original retail price. By the wey. 
aco for numbered, limited-edition cal- 
lectibles, most Companies never give aul 
production figures. 


im 30, and of course | wish | kopt my 
orginal Star Wars posters and other 
Hens from the 2980s, Something | 






don't rementber secing but would fave 
to have ave buttons of pins of the alt 
ferent Republic and Empire eras ana 
logos, things Ne the Enylre, Of Re- 
public, Rebel Aliance, New Repunbite, 
etc. | know there are patches, but | 
profer japel ping or buttons since they 
are easily Interchangeable. Can any 
one ele? 

Peter Brutée—Concord, NH 

Sure, ebay can. | just did a search for 
“har Mies pin” and found 196 active 
Bnd 455 recently completed auctions. 
There haw been plenty of pins, buttons, 
Badges, or whatever you want to call 
them, just like the ones you seek. Irn 
Sure you could gather a small callection 
ina relatively short period at a fairly 
modest pice, Happy hunting! 





Idina have a Big problem, | bougtrt a Ideon't make this Stull up, Talks, Bull] answer your question, the vinyl cape— 
ving-cape Jawa (IF) froma frend fer) can't assure you thal my correspondents «= missing figure alone is like...uh...warth 
S700. My dog ate the cape the other aren't taking courses in crenalive wriling, about $10. 
day. I've followed the dog ancuind and I'm not saying | disbelieve you, Chris, 
didn't got the cape back (just a large but your letter dos strain cresaulity, as- I have a Bog: 
vet OT). Sines I dont have the cape pecially for a dog lover bike me. You fave wing fran the 
and ihe Jawa is unchewed, 4 It like... up the dog because itate apiece ofvingl Stor Wars Trac 
oh... workh anyiiine? ft dt ged rid of even after you paid a veterinarian bill? ing Card Game 
the dag and got another (MIP) figure Why did you take him,her to the vet? Is fran Wizards 
(ret for S700). wiry lite threatening? If the Jawa was, a6 of the Cost. it 
Chris Johnson—Kokomo, IN you Say, mint in package (MIP), how did pes @ smear gio 
the Gog get the cape? What hapoened to ing through the 
the package? Bul (he peter of the pic 
biggest hurdle forme tare, t9 ita print- 
fo Overcome is thal ing: error on west 
you Say you BOUeHE ee epee Ue this 
mint, packaged vinve an purpose? IF it 
cape Jawa for only was an errar, Is 
$7001 Ifl were to sus the trading card 
pand my disbelief and 






































worth more? 
Nicholas Allen—Deavideonville, MiG 


| haven't had this mweh fun reading let- 
ters ina long time! Micholas—you've 
found the superar smeary Bowing 

variation: send it back to Wizards of 
, the Coast for a $10,000 reward! 
Crna, yOu guys, get real. it's a 
piece of cardstock with a smear | 
, WOT, give you ome ped oer Toe it. IF 
A you send it back, you might get a clean 
. ont in metunn, 


Firat off, | fowe your cafunmmn, it's 
the first thing f tum ta wien | 
receive Insider, fears aga, 2 
| good friend gave me the rene 
) nants of ie ehilohood Star 
Wars memoria ta add to 
} omy own growing collection. 

| One tem was an R202 vinyl 
| fanch pal! that I had newer | 
Doseen anywhere before, I | 
searched through both edt 
tons of your Tomart collec: 
tors pee guide, but te no 
aval, in an article showeasing 

your collection (insider 71), f 

| noticed that you had the same 
lich pal in glass olsplay 
case that aio howeed rare figures and 
prototypes. Could pou please give ape 
an csthnrted price on thls place a& ive 


ay don i make this oe ; been unable te find any documentation 
Pia on it. 
stuff up, folks.” #2 Elliott Cardwell—Lansing, Ml 


Flattiery will eet you far, 4 very rare col- 
| lectible will get you ever farther You 
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ling art ina Thermos ad slick from Lore. 
| assumed it had never been produced 
because | never sew it in stares or at 
\ dealers’ booths at ihe scores of shenvs 
, | attended. 
Then | started ashing lunchoox coal 
ers. and ane of the most knowlodpe- 
able said he beliewed that very 
emall quantities ware actually 
produced as salesmean’s Sam 
ples....but that they were haghly 
BoUent by lunchbox collectors, 
too. | started leaving my card 
with such dealers. Ore dary, 
in the summer of 1995, | got 
Stall, and the dealer actu 
ally had a strong bead on 
one bul waned it would be 
ooally, “lye been booking for 
inis for 10 years,” | replied. 
“Hang the cost!” And so | 
ended up with one of ry 
most Souehtatter items. sf 
ter examining it closely, it's 
BaSy to see wihy it ewer wes 
into production. While the clea 
and visual appearacice ane 
great, the viryl and top are 
Airis, aimed ther hinge where 
the tipper stops is too small 
and would break off fairy quickly. 
(Of course, it's possible that the 
production model would haw been 
of stranger material.| 
So, WOU We fot e really good (rien, 
Elliott. On such 6 rare iter, it's always 
A Mégotiation between eager bier and 
willing seller, But I'd place the price 
today between $1500-$2000 plus, 
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Iwas wordodng if you could tell me 
what you now about the diffenance in 
name for the sane Meure? There's the 
Death Squad Commander and the Star 
Destroyer Commanoae. 

Chris Baker—Toronte, Canada 


have caly the third Thermos F2-De viryl 
lunch pail or bucket that | know to exist, 
although I'm sure there are more, This 
baby is under glass at Rancha Obi-Wan 
because it was one of my Holy Grails, 
one that took me a decade to track 
down. | first Saw it as black and-ehite 


It'S A ratler 
af tasle ane 
cmility are 
Mmesnories, 
“Death Squad” 
evokes mary 
bad memones 
ed to wars 
for a lot af 
people, and it 
really wasri'l a 
name used in . 
ihe Star Wes ——— 
renies, So Kenner Products and Lucas- 
film made the dacision to use a kinder, 
geniler name, “Star Destroyer,” when the 
figure showed wp on a new cand for The 
Empire Strikes Back. 








frecelved a boxed set of four The Empire 
Strikes Back placemats fram @ friend. 
it says on the cover that the trademark 
is used by “Signra, the taste setter” a 
TOWLE company, | have never seen any 
thing fike these and was wondering how 
rare they are. And what is tre valve? 
Chris Dougall—Granger, IM 

Wow, bots of frends giving other friends 
com Star Wars stuff! Sigma i best keg 
for an amusing line of Stay Wars ceramic 
pleces thet came out priar ta Return af 
ihe Jedi, The placemat set wis widely 
availaghe, and there's not a huge inter 
esl in such passes thase days, so I'd 
Say they mht sell for around £10-515 
Foot Char art 


I recontly aoquired some Star Wars 
blueprints to some of the original stuff 
like #202, the Jawa sandcrawler, and 
ihe Millennium Falcon, My fiend says 
theyre worth S400, Is he Agi, or are 
they worthless? 

Andrw Kaklamanos—Shetton, GT 








Andrew, &3 you're Beawing ip, you'll learn 
that sometimes friends don"t know what 


they're talking about—or are hexing same 
Tun with you. When people tell me they 
know thal something is worth BRAK, | 

tall them, “Great! (fl wane you, I'd sell it 

for that inumediately!” Call your iriend’s 
blult and tell him thet because he's such 
a Bood friend, you'll sell the blueprints to 
him for only $200—or about $197 more 

than they're worth. 


Pinaee send por queatioes ans! corninents 
@hout caffectiiles to: Scouting the Galaxy, 
P.O. Boa 2898, Petaluma, GA, $4953-2698. 

Or you may esmadl them to scouting insider. 
Starwars Coen, PHP BURG Bo ut pom Pere 
town in the email alone with your full name. 
Letters won't be answered without both your 
name and olty. Individual replies aron't pos 
bible becagen of tires cometraints, Gut well 
answer the questions of broadest interest in 
the column. Letters are edited for grammar, 
sense, and length. 





PICK OF THE LITTER 


In a fow weeks, Pl be moving from New York City to a a 
galaxy fev, far aay: Davenport, Florida. ty wife is tired 

of being surrounded in our tiny apartment by S4ineh action 
figures. So wher oor new home in sunny Flonda is completed, 
she plans to decorate with design ideas from Trading Spaces. 
This will leave my figures and me cast out te the garage, where 
there i no central alr! Can my Reures survive the Tatooinedike 
heat? Can | expect any damage? | only want to do thls if it's 150 
percent safe! 

Matthaw Brojanowshl—bavenport, FL 
igtthew, | think you need a a Trot & rearriag 
than from Scouting, but let me try. Will your figu 

an uncool garage in Florida’s heat and hurnkd 

know the answer to thet, don't you? Just in os 


desires, Gut ant there sore room tor compra 

Small roan im the hoes that can be yours for ihe oot 

family room where at least one wall can be a nice, neat display 
your favorite figures In acrylic cases? | also heartih suggest that 
WOU BUY an WC unin Tor The GaraRe...e5 oe a iP you find yoursell 
Sleeping aut there with your Reus! 









“Can my figures survive 
the Tatooine-like heat?” 





ABBA'S GCOLLEcCTIon 


[ uf {COLLECTIBLES 


What’s Old Is New Again: 


The OTC Collection 


n just a few short monhs, the classic 

Star Wore trilogy will finally arrive on 
DVD and millions of faris will Ber treng- 
ported back to the 1970s and 1980s, 
To fuel nostalgia, most of Hasbro's Star 
Hare line will be part of the Original Til 
ogy Collectan (or OTC) with packaging 
inspired by the pagular Mere toys of 
thivt ara, 

Last issue, Insider showeased the all- 
new “vintage” dinch scale and "vintage" 
13-inch scale figures. Sinoe that time, a 
checklist for the complete basic figure 
edllection appeared online at hashro.com 
and starwars.com, But in the spirit of 
the “food old days,” we're including thal, 
chacklist here as well, for (hose whe re 
member the tactile sensation of casually 
taking €& marker to the back of their figure 
cards. Don't be shiy...crass them off as 
WH PEK THEM up 


Original Trilogy Collection 
Millennium Faleon 

More than just a fast sham. the Mivianniia 
Fateor is arguably one of the main char 
acters of Episodes W-V1. In the days of 
Kenner, this vehiele-and-playset-in-one 





was the pide of avery kid old enough to 
Holst it into the sky. It sported a chess 
table, rateting radar dish, gunner station, 
Jedi training remete on & sting, @ oock- 
pal for two, aad even a falge floor to hide 
your figures from intruding Impesials. 
With the Special Edition theatrical re: 
releases in LUST, Hasbro brought back 
the Milani Falcon toy. Based on the 
originehera roid, this “Power of ihe 
Farce” wersion brought back the fun 
of childhoad, However, moden-era fig- 


Star Wan bowie 
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ures have d grealer yorkely of poses and 
MuUSCH-tone, and so the cockpit wasn't 
Blways figure-fiendly. 

AVEileme for the first time in seven 
years, the OTC Fatcan sports a rade- 
sifmed cockpit te fit the new S4ineh 
figures more easily, Other exciting im- 
prowemiis include: 

« new lifht-up back engine thrushers 

* firing missile 

* “jump to hyperspace” lights ane 

eer 


«Tying and blaster sounds 
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Look forthe OTS Mitel Falcon ak 
mast maja toy retailers this fall. “She's 
Bol a few surprises lett in ber? 


Other OTC Vehicles 

The entire Battle of Yavin receives. black: 
and-siver OTC traatment this fall, includ- 
ing the stalwart X-wing fighter and TIE 
Tighter, which will be available at maar 
reailers, 

From Podracers to Jedi starlighters 
to TIE fighters, Anakin Slywalker could 
never resist customizing his vehicles. 45 
he engaged the rebels ship-tosship im the 
Desih Star trenches, Darth Vader few a 
TIE Advanced scl fighter with a ngger en- 
fine, deflector shields, and larger, 

angled wires. 
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Euclusive to Toys "R’ Us stores, ihe OTC 
Darih Vader TIE fighter comes with & 
Darth Vader achien figure, 

Alea at Toys “A Us, look for ihe Rebel 
Alliance's rugged combat craft. the Y-ewving 
Slarighter. This OTC exclusive comes 
wilh a figure of the ill-fated Gold Leader, 
fon “Butch” Varieder 





Rounding out the Original Trilogy Collec 
lan vehicle set is Boba Petts Siare }ewiih 
Bota Fett figure. Available ecclusively 
at Target stores, (his vehicle is based 
on thea newer Jango Fells Steve f ley re 
leased in S002 and has the same play 
features, such as pivoting laser canons, 
missile launchers, and rotating stabilizer 
winds. IE as been updated wiih the paint 
stheane seenin The Eopie Siies Bac 


myneks wilh Han Solo, Princess Leis, 
and Chinvbacca from The Empire Strikes 
Back, The Return of the Jed! pack Geahures: 
ihe icons of evil—Darth Vader, Impenal 
Stonmtroaper. and the Emperor himsalt, 


Original Trilogy 

Exclusive Figures 

At least bad selailerncusive igures are 
flanned to round oul your collection of 





Commemorative Trilogy retro items. 
DVD Figure Sets Fans of the large figure line will want 
The striking rendering af Darth Vader's to pick up the 12-inch scale Chewbacca 
menacing helmet festured on the Star fron ay Bee Toys. And look for the an 
Were Trilogy OVD set will also haunt nowncenent of a StarWwarsshoap.com 
three unique 3 44-inch figure multe exclusive Sinch figure debuting nis 
packs at WaltMart. Oetober, Hapay Hunting! 

Reetreaie ihe Star Ware: 4 New Hope —starwars hasbeo.cam with Baal Ere 


gathering wih Oban Keno, Luke 
Skywalker, R2-02, and GSPO, Hunt for 


errs 
ad 


crac 






TAA SY THE FORGE 


(COMICS 


Clash of the Titans 


Master and Apprentice Come to Blows in Star Wars Republic's “Armor” 


| hen two tectonic plates collide, 
the result is a massive geclogical 
pile-up—just ask the Himalayas. And 
when two plates are drifting toward one 
anothes, the question lent whether they 
All eofide but when. Ever singe Quinlan 
Vos turned ta the dark side, he’s beer 
destined far a confrantation with his 
Tonner Padawan Aayla Secure, and “Ar 
mar,” Sue 68 of Siar bias Aemutc, 
6 Their long-awaited fault line. 

Quinlan Vos 6 one af ihe pesrennial 
stars of Republic, debuting in lesue #17 
and playing a key role in numerous 
story arcs sinca then. Asda Secura, 
ihe supple, blue-skinned Twi ‘lek, has 
appeared In fewer Issues but was Be 
parently so popular with George Lucas 
that he included her as a character 
in Athans of he Clones, partrayexd by 
Arry Allen, 

Quinlkan—although based ot a 
bachground character in The Phavitan 
iWernace—hies yet to achinwe sierscreen 
stardom, but with Episode Ill still a year 
gery, the conflicted Jedi night has one 
more shot at the big tina. 

“Quin has been walking a shadowed 
path and has not admitted ta himsalt that 
he is. falling to the dark side,” seys artist 
Jan Ouurseme. “He thinks he can handle 
the situation as long as he uses what he 
has learned af the dark side to help win 
the war for the Republic.” 

The Jedi Council disagrees with this 
rash course of action, and at this point 
in the war most of them admit Quinlan, 
once a loyal spy operating within the 
enemy's ranks, has gone rogue. 

“ANMOr Opens approximately twa 
years into tha Clone Wars. On the sur- 
face. the title refers to the new look of 
Episode lll's clone troopers—Asoublic 
sue 768 will be one of the first Ex: 
panded Universe sources to bring ihe 
reise locking battk: suis inte the oficial 
eantinuily, Bul soraich a bit deeper, are 

ihe til: becores a meditation on faith 
and loyalty, Explains Quursema, “A 
slone's armor is visible and tangible. 
The Jedi's armor is the Foros. Aayla's 
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faith and trust in Quin seems to be part 
of her arcreae—ar is it the flaw im it?" 
The setting for this showdown will 
be farniliar to EU fans. The 1592 novel 
Dart Fone Rising introduced the planet 
Honeghr, horneworld of the fierce, pirit- 
sized Noghri who served Grand Admiral 
Thrawn (and originally Darth Vader) as 
assassins. The Homoghir of Gavk Force 
Rising if a defoliated wasteland, anv 
readers were loki that it had suffered an 
ecological catastrophe during the Clore 
Wars, Picking® up on this abd continuity 
thread, “Armor” writer John Ostrander 


HEAD 


month i irae 


has woven 4 new story around this trag- 
ady and incorporated elements of a clas- 
ale quest. 

As (he story opens, a Separatist shige 
crashes on Hanoghr and begins to leak 
Toxins iia the plane{'s bedrock, This 1s 
lhe Gson Thal will eventually lead to 
workiwitkt devastation, but, af mane mm, 
Gale importance to the war effort is the 
Scientiic Information Packet (SIP) that 
dotails the Separatists’ plans te unleash 
the biological weapon on other worlds, 
including, Matnac. 

After the Moghni lock this information 
inside a vault in the heart od a booby 
taped temple, the SIP becomes the 
KlacGultin that ads the Republic and 
Confederacy ivia battle. On one side 
Aayla Secura, pemeral in tee Republic 
Grand Army and getemt of the Jed) Goun- 
cil, On the other is Quinlan Vos, who 
has vowed to recover the SIP for Count 
Dooku. Teaming up might be the only 
way to recover the black box, but their 
incompatible passions won't lat them 
work together for larg. 

“We kiew there had to be 4 confrean 
tation between then,” Says Duursernnia, 
Speaking of the straighbarraw Jedi shu 
Gent and her deeply flawed mentor, “4eda 
had bo bee the ane to open Quin's eyes, 
Sher is wery in tune with the light sick 
of the Fores, yak she has a deep under- 
standing of the dary side since she once 
fall under the thrall of the Gark Anzati Jedi, 
Wolfe Karkho.” (See Reoutie #32-35.] 


Go fo sfarwars.com 
fo read more info on 
other comics! 











By way of a parallel, Star Wars 
fans knee of bee ather canticts in 
the movie saa between Master arid 
apprenticn. The first clash between 
Obi-Wan Kenobi and Anakin Sky 
walker, in the as-yel-unreleased 
Episoste Ul, left Anakin a ceevken 
man. Their second meeting cost 
Dol+Wan Kenobi his life. 

Ostrander and Duursema dont 
want to fveal to0 much about the 
Culoome of “Arnar” but bod char 
acters in the Story Canry Some heavy 
emotional bageage. 

So does that mean a Vedereaque 
redemplan & passible tor Quinlan? 
“Wie know Bhat Anakin vader iS re 
decreed,” says Ostrander “But 
the ending hase) been vritbert pet 
for Quin, se there: are: marty pers: 
sibilitics—eoodbad, dead,‘alive, 
redeemed,dammned.” 

DUUTSEma expands on the beck: 
story behind their confrontation 
“Aayla usually trusts her instincts, 
but her amotonal attachment to her 
former Master is. clouding. her jude 
rent,” Says Deusen. “Quin I 
par of her anmor—her faith in him 
and all that he taught her protecis 
her Her atechment to hirnis aa 
the flea in fer aerrice.” 


The story also introduces Clone 
Commander Bly. a high-ranking clone 
Sid ier WOK under the commend 
of Ayla. One of a new breed of 
ones, he sports the latest style of 
arr ard has. ore independence 
than rnany of his brethren. Reunite 
#68 is ald airely tran BR's per 
spective wih inieperdent insights 
into both Aaywla and Quinlan. Fars 
can be certain that they haween't 
seen ihe list of Bly, 

“Star Wars is always atl choices 
and redempibon, ” Says Quurstetria, 
but she confesses that Quinlan 
haat taken the necessary steps 
heward redenvrtien. Re still beaves 
that he's doing goad work. Like all 
addicts. he thinks he's in control 
Of ihe situation and can step back 
frarr the abyss at Sy time. And 
despile sane of ihe harroes Quinlan 
has. Gommitted in Count Gaaku's 
namic, Sayla still hasn't given upe 
on him 

Quursema says she can't help but 
wonder ff there isn’t a gern of truih 
buried in Quinlan's self-deception, “ls 
the dark side still sarang if it is used 
to win a war for the "food puys'?" 
she asks.—Daniel ballase 
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Attack of the : 
Clone Consciences 


Steven Barnes explores what it means to be human 


hey te the canon fodder of the Clone 

VWiers—the genetic duplicates. of Jango 
Fett aio make up the Grand Anny of the 
Republic, battling Gaunt boeoku's Sepa- 
relists an countless worlds, And for an 
author keerily interested in the strugeies 
That make us human, they represent 3 
heady irresistible challenge. 

“| wanked to give one of those char- 
acters independent hopes and dreams 
and sce what happened.” says Steveri 
Barnes of The Costus Deceptian (Del Rey, 
$25.95), That character is CT-O6/ 298, 
nithnamed “Mate.” an ARG Trooper dis- 
patched to Ord Cestus a8 part af a writ 
supporting Jedi Knights Obi-Wan Kenabi 
and Kit Fisto. 

His starting point for Te Cats Bere 
ten was the idea of the Repultic's clones 
encountering a pescelul peaple im the 


“| wanted to give one 
of those characters 
independent hopes 


and dreans...." 


midst af a war roding in ther direction, a 
Situation he compares to old Gary Coser 
movies, That initial idea survived to be- 
eo! a crucial part of the novel, knitted 
Logelheer with the furious ection that 
you'd expat fram the latest chapter of 
lhe Chore Wars. 

Ta make sure he had the feel for the 
Shar Wars universe, Benne says he 


LONG-RANGE SENSORS 


Inironnicn Ty 


En! LibRARY 


Watched Bll fie reeies: cf Lhe Sapna. 
eral times—as task he calls “ane of the 
hapmest experiences” he's had while 
researching a book. However, he motes. 
at whet warks onscreen doevsn't meces- 
sarily wark an the pepe, 


“fou can’t inmate $60 million worth of 


Industrial Light & Magic special effects.” 
he says. “| hae to do something 2 litte 
fal queer,” 

Different reseanch—and a bit of 
rework—eas needed for ihe characker 
af Ventnoss. Barnes says he started 
working from pictures and didnt 
Bel to read her comic-book add- 
ventures until well along in the 
writing! of his first dratt. His ini 
tial take on her didn't quite 
hewe the feral quality she 
required. Barnes describes 
that first effort as rare cal: 
like than snakeike—tut from 
the beginning. he got Veviress's 
“Sese of ooctrolled lethality’ and 
her passion and noarsensuality 
in cornibat. 

Bames also enjoyed creating ihe 
“Ting, (he insectile species native to 
Cesius. Baniess says ber originally saw 
Them a8 litth: more than backeround 
charachers, but he decided he wanted 
fo further caplore their culture and sacl 
history—a Star Wars take om the: age 
oh tragedy of an indi@enqus people 
eMCOUNtETINE 4 more technolagically 
advanced culture, 


Jed muster 


















Whether Barnes’ future novels ane 
mysteries, allernate histories ichack out 
his 2002 novel Licn's Blood), science 
fiction, ar rw chapters in tha Star Wars 
Sag, it's certain that they deal with the 
then closest to his heart: digging for 
the ceepest truths atout who we are 

“What I'm hoping is in the future 
of my work, I'll be able to find more 
ways Of dealing with what is human 
That are transnational and transethic,” 
he saye.—Jagan Fry 


for more infearmatinn 
on other book: 





How would you like to earn free Star Wars 
figures or other cool rewards for purchases 
that you make every day? 






Here’s how it works. Call us or e-mail | 
us with any computer related need or = | pap 


for any of the thousands of items that 
we carry. We will provide you with a 
free quote. If you place an order with 
us we will send you a free Star Mars 
figure. It’s as easy as that. 


We sell thousands of computers and 
computer related items. We also spe- 
clalize in consumer electronics such as 
TV’s, DVD’s, VCR’s, Video Games, 
and other stereo equipment. 


RETURN OF THE JEDIT 





We are proud to announce our newest category: Books, DVD and VHS Tapes, 
as well as Music CD’s, And for the musicians out there, we sell recording 
hardware and software for your computer as well as guitar strings and other 
music items. Ask about rewards program for each of the following categories: 


elviste ch. com Will Call services available from 


PO BOX 34163 
Irvine, CA 92619 
(949) 559-1663 We welcome corporate buyers 


elvistech@cox.net and consumer purchases. 


Best Buy on select items. 
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Star Wars: 


L 


The galaxy’s most famous battles are yours to win—or lose— 
with LucasArts’ new online multiplayer epic. 


fight any betile. play any side, pilot 
“any vehicle. That's what Lucasrts 
and Pandemic Stu 
digs are promis. 
ing with Star Ways 
Batiiafront, & mili- 
| tariste epic Leal will 
furl players. inde the 
® trenches of Hoth 
and under the tar 
rential skies of Ka- 
nao to take part in 
the rast legendary 
Shinnishes ever 
put or celluload. 
The fare is specilically 
#eared for online team- 
} based gameplay; the Play. 
Station 2 and &bow versions 
will enable up te 16 people 
feet to play sirmultaneousty, while 
the PC version should be 
able to support double that 
nurnker, The result will be Sri 
ambitkws Gstursion ive lie 
cease military sade of ine 
Star Mars mythos, where wark 
ing together with other people: 
is Paramount to your Success 
in bringing the galaxy under 
WOU Gorkred, 












Changing History 
Battlefront is being developed by Pan- 
demic Studies, which previously worked 
on Star Wars; The Clone Wars, After hat 
project, Producer Jim Tso and his team 
were brimming with ideas for another 
game. “We locked at Clone Wars, what 
we thought went right, and what wasn't 
ao food,” Too says. “We wanted to fo- 
cus on ruiltiplayer, We waited a 2ame 
thal was a nonlinear, aper-ended kind 
wf game, We also wanked to do classic 
content from Episodes IV, ¥. and V1," 
But Battlefront ts. much more than 
Clone Ware sat in a different tone per- 
ods, Tso explains. "in Clone Wars, we 





NCHORHEADB ARCABE 





The Rebel forces use scouts. who 
can disguise themselves as storm 
Proopers, 

Klany planets will alse feature 4.1- 
controlled third factions, wher will jin 
inion the action. The Ewoks will help ihe 
Rebels by attacking, ther Imperiale; the 
Geonoslans will assist ihe Scparatists; 
eed the Wooklees will lend sup 
part to the Republic 
Cause On Kas yyyk. 


were much more cesvlened argent ariel 
focused on a story, which were ihe ewenks 
after Episode il, whereas in this case, 
we're really not focused on a story or 
any particular timeline. We're offering the 
player a whet if?’ situation. The Rebels. 
fost the battle of Hoth, right? But hey— 
mabe when you're playing, you can wir. 
So | think it's thal opercended nature 
that's the main difference,” 
























“You Way Sti art Your Landing 
Spanning all six movies, Battlofront en 
ables you to join with and play against 
other players aver the Internet to en- 
Page in massive galactic campaigna on 
Bespin, Tatooine, Naboo, Endor, Hoth, 
Geongsis, Tavin IV, are Kermit, Plety- 
ers will algo fel a sneak peak of the 
Wookene planet, Kashywyk, anc hard 
core fans will recognize the planet 
Phen Var from the Teves. of tie Jia 
comic Senes. 

Plus, the game is unique in that 
it lets you choose which factlon 
you went to join depending. 
on the time periad a specitic 
hati is Sel, During batiles 
that take place Uhrauperaut 
Episodes I-(l|, you can 
fight alongside Soparet- 
ist or Repubhs forces, 
and for missions tak- 
ing place during the classic-trilogy time 
period, you can choose between the Rebel 
Alliansé and the Empire. 

Factions have live soldier basses, aach 
wilh @ Unique StL of Skills, Thee first tour 
classes are the same for every group 
al-around soldier, pilot, marksman, and 
heavy assault—and each will specialize 
in certain types of weaponry, including 
blasters, torpedo launchers, sniper rifles, 
wrist launchers, and thermal detonators. 
In addition, all siches: will have unique titth 
Classes, Foc the imperial, i's the impos- 
ind Dark Trooper, who can quickly lags 
around the batileeld using a juenppack, 








Some third-party factions are nautral, 
sich as the Tushen Rakiers, and will at- 
tach beth tears. 

Of course, you cant wage interplarr 
otary warfare wilhoul Some heavy ertil- 
bar, Im Battlefront, you'll net ondy be able 
to man turrets, but you'll alse be aie bo 
dilot over 20 wehisles like X4wing fgthlers, 


snowspeeders, Jedi starfignters. TIE fight- 


ers, hallfireclass droid tanks, and AT-ATs 
on the Thy. OF special note is the Repudlic 
gunship, which controls 2 lot like a hell 
copter in that it can howar and strate in 

the air, and enables you to have muttiple 
teammabes Inside bo rain down destruc 
tion on Separatist forces fram above, In 

addition to wehickes, you'll wisn be able to 
MOUNT Creatures. Such as tauniauns and 
KEaduS. on Certain maps. 


Conquering the Galaxy 

One promising feature of the game is 
the Galactic Conquest made, in which 
yo play (hue a Sees Of maps across 
different planets. IF your team controls 
a certain planet, you'll be able to take 
advantage of planctary bonuses like 
jamming your enemy's radar, dismian- 
ting their minimap, or gaining adedi- 
ligne! reinfarcermerts. 

45 far as specilic planetary bonuses, 
ort of The coolest is thee ability to call 
on Jedi heroes during a fight, ihe iden 
tty of which wanes depending ani the tine 

period you're in are the sick: you're: piliy 
ing as. Mf you're playing! for the Ernpire, 
you get to summon Barth Vader; Rebels 
get Luke Skywalker; the Republic forces 
Bet to call in Mace Windu; Separatists 
will unleash Count Dooku. 

“fou have these ronplayer characters 
appear an the babii with their ligtit- 
sabers, and they're just going te be 
slicing and dicing units,” explains Tao, 
“They're pretty powerful. M's mice to hare, 
out behind them and have them cei 
all the lasers coming your way.” Jedi he- 
roes; willl not die—instead, thay will axit 
the battlefield ance their health drops to 
a corte parit. 

“We're going bo have sanvething for all 
Star Wars fins bOrause we cower content 
from all sig movies, There's a lot af tree 
dom inthe fame,” says Teo, “We hie a 
ton of vehicles and wits, so there's defi 
nitely a lot in there for ihe harcoone Star 
tars fan.” 


With all oF Rhee eakbeeribicam gevirge tribes Cle 
Fameplay freedom and cinematic ceiails, 
Battlefront's appeal should be irresist- 
ibl@ to both hardcore gamers and Star 
Wars junkies. 

“The main thing is being able to play 
int all the battles that we've seen in all 
{he Star Wars reves but to do if in a way 
that is very open ended and a way thet 
your newer done it before, Por example, 
you've Played the batthe of Hath int a let 
of differant games, but you" newer beer 
able to play as the bad guys. You can be 
in & snowspeader trying to down an AT-AT, 
or you can be in en AT-AT. You can be a 
snowiroper, or you can be a sniper” 


land Fully Operational 
Poised to be the wilirnale vicariqus Star 
Wars pcos ever, Balleetront will be 
across-platiorm extravaganza for the 
PC, PlayStation 2, and fiom, aed all three 
versions Will be rekased simultanecush 
in September with the classic-trilogy OVD 
boxed set. which will also include a play 
able demo.—Fravik Parisi 
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cLEA 


is the Gavk Jedi Asal! ventress the same 
difen species as the bounty hater Aura 
Sing? Also, what are the species of 
Ephant Mon, Salaclous Crum, and 
“Yak Face” from Jabba's Palace? 
During the past few years, Star Wars: 
storytellars have produced a trio of 
compelling female aliens that all share 

a chalkewhite pallor, a hairless bead, 
And a mysterious past, Yel, none of 
them ere related by species, 

In Episack: |, ‘ire bounty hunter 
fura Sing can be glimpsed as a 
Podrace soectotor, Her spacses 
has wet to be established but 
has such distinguishing charac- 
teristics as long, thin fingers. 
Theugh Aurra has a baldpate 
(save fora topknot), the fect 
that her nother hes long 

reddish heir (a8 seer ist 
the Star Wars comics] 
suppests that Sing's har 
lessmess is nok penetic, 
In 2003, Asajj Wen 
HSS apaarcd in a mune 
ber of Clone Wars sources, 
She is a native of the planet 
Ratlatak. Others of hor kind 
Gan int Sten in comics, and they 
bed haw? bald hgads and white 
skin (though it should be 
noted males of the spe 
_ CEs can grow 
facial hea). 
Agalj doesn't have 
the spindly digits 
that Aura Sing 
has. and equld 
never Brow 
# topknot, 
lheroby 
effectively 
torpadoing 
any thec- 
des that 
ihe two 
ray be the 
SAME species. 































Stor Ware loider 





“A Si THE MASTER 


B By Pablo Hidalgo 


Firially, in Episodes | aed (ll there's 
aly Meare, Bald head? Check, ’hite 
Shin? Creek, She's a part of the Urn 
haran specs, who are reputed to have 
Slrang mental abilities, As an interesting 
asitt, since we never saw Sh's hands 
in Episode ll, Hasbro was set to give ber 
birdlike talons in an exercise of creative 
license. However, this was nined just in 
case her hands are visible in Episade Ill, 
On set, actress Sandi Finlay, who plies 
Shy, has nonmal five-digit, hands that are 
painted white. 

AS for your oer alien inquiries, 
Ephant Mon is a Chevin fram Vinsoth: 
SalBous Crumb is a Kowaklan monkey- 
lizard fram Kowal: and “Yok Face,” 
properly kneear as Saolt-Marae, is a 
Yarkora frorn parts unknoan. 


In Episode I! Attack of the Clones, bere 
is always someonrs beside Nute Gunray 
of fie sane species. Wie is he? 





The: shooting, script originally described 
him as Rune Haake, but that’s definitely 
nat the case. The problematic part is 
that the Meinmoidian mesh used curing 
the shooting of Eplsade ll is that of a 
character we saw dié ansereen in Epi- 
soie |! That's Dauliay Dofine's face, 
though his voice is quite different, 

An attempt was made to give this. mew 
Neimoidian a different name, George 
Lucas coined the name Gilramas Libkath, 
which i a raghmash of Costume Super- 
vider Gillian Libbert and Production Gon 
troller Kathryn Ramos’ names. But at 
the 20" hour, Lucas decided instead 
that ihe Reinmoidian is in fact Lott Gad. 

But this raises other problema. Firstly, 
the Episode tl Viswal Dictionary had al- 
ready gone to print with the mace Lib- 
hath, Secondly, the character lacks ane 
sounds mothing like Latt Dae. 

LIDKeth wae explained avery by gery 
ing that he does indeed “exist” in the 
Star Wars eepanded untwerse, oven if it 


PLT 





was decked Uhat's not him in Episode Il. 
Hé made an appearance in the series of 
Boba Fett young reader novels from Scher 
lastic Inc. 

45 for Lott, his mysterious mew coun 
lenanoe is attributed to 4 "Speeder ac 
cident.” which came fram @ story the 
HoloNet News online Site sheeheartecd 
info its weakly assorbment of news fram 
around the galaxy. The item i Still view. 
able at the tallowing URL: 


Kittee we Nolore neers com aos 


News 13328 3.Abrl 


ThOuUEN it deeen't Bo into specifics, 
ik oes describe reconstructive surgery 
a& being in Dod's future. Though winy he 
Shauld be patched back together ta kook 
like Daultay Dotine is anyone's puess. 

What will likely open a new can of 
Neimoidian worms is the fect that the 
Daultay Oofing mask was again used far 
Episode lil, this time as two different 
characters: a Neimesdian pilot in charge 
of General Gievous's llagship, ane an 
Bite to Mute and Rune seen in the Sop- 
Bratist command centers. either of 
these characters have beon permanently 
named as of yet 


twas wartciing Partin of the Jedi and 
noticed that Hin breaks Bobs Fett's 
Jetpack. However, the Star Ware Un- 
feashed figure of Fett has him vsing 
his jetpack and blasters to escape ihe 
Sarace. How was he able to se his 
jetpack again? 

The energetic styling of Hasbra’s Un- 
leashed figures is fantastic, but they 
shouldn't be interpeeted as depictions 
of events within cominuity, Fett's escape 
from the Sarlace has been recounted in 
a number a! sources (and he's done it 
more Than orice, if you nad evary 
account), fut his jetpack did not 
figuaré: inks the Sanlaoc's especta- 
lions. His weapons and anmer, 

on the other hand... & 


































SPOTLIGHT QUESTION 

fn chapters 22 and 1? of the Star Wars: Clone Wars AMlera- 
sees, Anakin plots a “specially modified” Dette? Jecl star 
fighter foto and oot of hyperspace. My question is this: How 
did he go Inte without a hyperddive ring? ft clearly 
atates In my Attack of the Clones Visual Dictionary that a 
Belta-7 ls too small to bave Ayperdeve engine. That is why 
thoge scenes puzzle me, 

The key words are “specially modified.” Remember, Anakin is 
amechanical genius and his headstrang attitude ls not one to 
accept conventional rules. Most starlighters of that era were 
not equipped eiih hyperdrives for two mein interrelated reasons: 
eosis and power requirements. 

To keep the costs down, Kuat Systems Engineering did not 
incorporate 3 hyperdrive engine and estrogation subsystem as 
part of the standard Delta? package, Instead, TransGaleg 
Industries. Inc. crafted ihe hyperspace transport fing separately, — 

A small number of Jedi fighters do indeed have built-in hyperdives i = 
{as wiinessed in the Stay Wars: Jedi Starlignier video gare from = 
LucasArts}, but these are too costly to mass produce. = a 

Anakin took his Delta-? and stripped out the power plant. refurb e 
[shed tt to support TransGalhteg drives, and added the drives 
directly to his fighter's structure. Those big Podracer-stle engines 
at the front of hls sterighter are the hyperdrive engines. 

These fighters are still too small te carry a dedicated nav com 
puter, So Anakin had to rely on his astromech droid—oe in dire —= 
instances, the Force—to safely plot courses through hyperspace. 


Oe you Hnaw ff there i still going to be 
an Episode BT, Vii, aed PX? 

(very cernimnon question often posed at 
eorentions and other Luceshlm-attended 
functions is about the “leng-proamised™ 
Shyuel Sata meant To Gori the everiis 
after Astor af thie Jedi, And (rouge early 
interviews during the praduction of the 
oripinal tiigegy spoke hypathetically abut 
nine or coven tech chistes, lhe core 
story of the Star Wars saga is six epi- 
sodas, covering the rise, fall, and re- 
damation af Anakin Skewallerr, 

So do Episodes beyond Aetuen of the 
Jeol axist? Nothing bayond possible story 
points and ideas, certainty mot feshec- 
Out Slory treatments of scripts. Fans of 
ten wonder if Oak Ege or The Thraean 
Trike were based off these notes or are 
meant to be Episodes Vil, Will, and 1. 
That's net the ease. These works are ihe 
crealion of their respective authars with 
the guidance of editors at Lucas Licers- 
ing. They are not, nor eer were, rear 
to be George: Lucas’ definitive vision of 


That doesn’t mean that Epi- 
sod lil is the end of the road, 
however, As long as Star Wars 
fans went Star Miers, it will con- 

tinue, end Lucasfilrn is in the earhy 
§ stages of examining new 
ways Co canny on the ed 
venture in realm. beyond 
1he six theatrical filrms. 






After multiple viewings of the Clone 
Wars cartoons’ fing! chapter, bow can 
Jed! Hnights KLAg-Afundi, Shamk Ti, 
and Aayla Secure survive the onslawght 
of General Greveus? Thelr accompany- 
ing Episode IN actor's names are all ilsted 
on the cast ist at starwara.com. The 
better question fs, will this issue be ad- 
dressed batween now and May 19, 20057 
While it's too early to get into specific de- 
tails, | can assure you thet there will be 
closure io the General Griewus ory anc 
started in Chapter 20 af the Star Wars: 
Clone Wars Micrsseries. The immense 
popularity of the Cartoon Nehwork, shorts 
has pawed the way for a mew series of 
Clone Wars cartoons, and your questions 
will soon ber answered, 


{have a question conceming Wandalo 
nana (lange Fett's people) and their 
amon The Emperor's guaras on the 
Death Star in Return of the Jedi have 
helmets that very much dook like the 
Helmets that the Mandalorans wear in 
Siar Wars: Angtris of the Old Repoliic. 
is there a corinection between the tee 
peomes? If so, wiaat is lit 

There if a conection, Aecording to the 
dnimaial Sourcebook, Grat published by 
West End Garnes in 1289, the armer of 
the Royal Guards seen in Episodes ll, v1, 


1Mor.omn 


f@=" THE 4STER 
aha 





and the yet-tooo-saen Episode Ill were 
inspired by the suits worn by the Marr 
Caborian Death Watch and the Thyteus 
Sun Guard, 

While this Ggeribes the form-fitting 
Suits of armor hidden beneath the red 
robes. it's also true of the helmets. It 
WOUID bE More accurate to say lat alder 
Mandalorian designs inspinnd the look of 
the blue Senate guard helmets, which in 
turn led to the Royal Guard helmets. 





Star Wace bowie 


Whe are the two fed! whe toss Veht- 
sabers to OB- ian and Anakin at the 
Start of tie arena battle in Episode 17 
Those are Nicanas Tasaa (the long-haired 
one) aid Sephjel Josall (lhe bakiheaded 
ene), Bath are naneed after the Episode 
ll pOStproduction creamemiers who play 
their paris—VvVisual Effects Editar Mic 
Anastassiou and Assistant Editor Joseph 
Jett Sally, 


Tree Gouvity hunter Bowslnh viters only a 
few silables that, whet transitted, me- 
faly mean mech more than only a fow 
varying syllables would dictate. How Is 
one to know what each of only a small 
Aumber of syiiaites meas? 
Te our untrained hurnan ears, we don't 
hear much variance in Bausghh's phrases. 
Bul the Ubese tongue, 25 filtered through 
metallic breath masks, spans & greater 
range of frequencies than hurnan bare 
guage. There are sublrequency phieses 


“the Ubese 
tongue...spans a 

~ greater range of 
frequencies than 
human language.” 





beyond our range of hearing thal eolor 
and embellish what we can hear, offer- 
Ing much more information than a few 
simple syllables. C-SPO), built for traasla- 
tion, can of course hear these subaudible 
frequencies. 


In Inslder #76, you say that Zam Wesel 
is speaking Huttese when sire ales. Miay 
1S 28 Speaking Mutts? 

Huttese is art extremely coarmman lan- 
guage inthe Star Wars galaxy. The Huts 
were spacefarears since before the Repub- 
lic was even founded, aed their native 
tongue and derivatives theres! became 
the basis of sore of thee most ancient 
trade languages, As the Republic took 
shape and Basic became the galactic 
standard language, Huttese nonetheless 
continued, particularly in the shadier, 
rare distant fringes af the Guter Fir. 
IF your're: oie toa wark in the underworld, 
you'd best learn some Huttese, and it 
COMES AS NO SUriSe that 2am seks 
it. 8 to why She weukd use if on ber 
deathbed, lhal decison seems personal. 
Porhaps it was simply her preferred lar 
guage in which to curse. 


fread the following in the oviginal Star 
Wars novel by George Lucas: “Above ber 
towercd the threatening bulk of Darth 
Vader red eyes glaring behind fhe hie 
eos breath mask.” Enpasis mine, Bat 
i thought nothing of it at the time. 

Fast-forward to this past week. | 
recelved Insider #76, and fhereia J ne 
theed two wery distine! things. On pagie 
42. (here 1 an Woesdteation af Vader folot 
fag op a fedge in whieh Kader has red 
eyes. On page 69, there is ao preview of 
the Galactic Heroes toys, and both the 
itustration and the toy show Bader with 
red eyes 

Did J miss aimemo somewhere, oF 
is there polng to be a change te Darth 
Vader when he DVDS roll out this Gill? 
fimeanr, all of the sudden, there is this 
marketing shift to a Darth Vider with 
Glowing, nnd eyes... 
Neither Vader"s nor your eves are play 
ing tricks on you. In the spirit of return 
ing te the ald-scheal vibe of the original 
Shar Wars trilogy, we'll be seaing a red- 
eyed Vader quite a bit these days, but | 
wouldn't call it a sudden marketing shitt, 

YOU soe, Vader's 288 were red way 
beck in Lory. 


alrregr ar the tortura af i Har an Sala While 

it is extremely painful, tt does mot leave 

any long-tenm physical damage, Vader 

wes torturing Han ina bid te attract Luke 

to Cloud City through disturbances in the 
. Had he desired, the torture could 

have been much worse, but Vader did nat 

The Vader cos sete int We: Ti mire : shoulder armor. warit ta risk billing the bait. 
have changed ove 


sence af any otter visual clues, herk are Oo you have a Star Wars trivia question that 


subtle cosmetic differenees that fans L i you can't tind the answer to? E-mail it to us 
woth trained eyes can spot and determine at QandA@inesidorstarwors.com of send It to 
which film they'ra looking at. Believe it or , : o Hen STAR WARS INSIDER, P.O. Box 22500, 

not, Vader's eyes are rad in Episceta IV, r- nad te . yy Verne ‘DaMland, CA 34625-2350, ATTN: Q&A. 

but it's hard to spat. ltd be more accu 
rate to say they have a reddish tint. 

This tint has been exaggerated in many 
Spin-orl products, particularly Wlustated 
ones. In the stlized four-color universe 
of the Marvel Star Wars comics, Vader's 
creed mokier 8 cherry red. The 

te hook coloring it the 
ly 1920S also meant 

k blue, like 

hers kote ch 


rere toward 


ence of sparks 
reveals the true nature 
ce: it's a a Torn 


that are 
2 Another 


vader is if his : 3 
ader is if his 5, The scacn pid colle 


data on a substance's thermal 

and magnetic propertics by zap- 

ping a series of electrical charges 

of varying Bower inte ihe test sub 
ject. The machine than observes and 


“(it's a form of 
electrical torture.” 














Luke drops Leia as they 
swing across the chasm in 


the original Death Star, Princess Leia's slave 


costume malfunctions 
in the big fight scene 
aboard Jabba's barge. 


Ewok-tossiing 
contest in 
Return of 
the Tear 





. but it's NOT 
my fault! 


MWWWRRAARRI|! 





Fearsome attack of the one-legged AT-AT 
Han and Chewle get their script pages swapped. 


: TT , Special Thanks to: 
St Star Ware Innider Wea Nihei ond Brett Becter 
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2004 Exclusive 
silver Sandtrooper Figure 
only) >20)00) 


om exclusive silver 





the fourth plece in the 
1B: The Psat er Will be available 

from Stari Na are orn oon in the Sta r Wars Pavili jon at Sa an 
Diego [omic-Con International from July 21-25, 2004. 
With his heavy-duty armor, the sandtrooper is 
equipped to withstand missions in harsh, arid 
locales like Tatooine—or even the 


Comic-Con exhibit hall 
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ict to ensure you fet yours! 


Seelisyosy 
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amar ii YOu Have. 


- fullf suites fay 
Pxcidsive) product 

INGO rare tems from tiie 
Docashilm markeune archives 


Everything 
Under the Suns 
From prop replicas, statues, and artwork 

to action figures, posters, and mugs 


Oroer Onune at StTARWArsSHor.com = Mors Proouct. More Excweives. 


JTAR WARS 


©-SHOP. 


CoLectTor's Picks 













Hames: Steve Sansweeat 

Job: Lucasfilm Fan Relations 
Collecting Star Wars since: i977 
Favorite area of collecting: Cards 
and posters 

Favorlte Star Wars collectible: 
The latest acquisition! 
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Statues & Busts 








Never before available in the Was, 


Orocer Onune at StTarWaresSHor.com = More Proouct. More Excuwsives. 
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WHar’s New 


Macter Danila-a 
iitzt tar Replica: 


detailed m 


Lucasfilm archive 
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Oroer Onune at StTarWearsSHor.com = More Prooucr. More Excwesives. 
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Oroer Onune at StTarWearsSHor.com = More Proouct. More Exciweives. 





- Pod sgl wil gate able toieerecl particular pin. a your order in today 
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Lucasfilm Patch Set £9.99 <r Rubies Deluxe Jedi Child Robe $34.99 
Hasbro 12” Wave 1 Figure Pack $145.99 Master Replicas Luke Skywalker Scaled Replica 
Pins USA Rebel/Imperial Pin Set $22.95 Lightsaber $35.00 


to 


Limited Edition C-3P0 Pez Dispenser $24.95 K Gentle Glant Ob-Wan Maquette 379.99 
NECA Snow Globe $44.99 L Classico Jango Fett & Boba Fett Mug Set $19.99 
Code 3 Skywalker Ranch Fire Brigade $249.99 M Thermos R2-D2 Lunch Kit $14.99 
Anthony Grandio Exclusive Clone Wars N Code 3 Boba Fott's Slave 1 $295.00 
Checkbook Cover $39.99.17 O LEGO Cloud City $99.99 
a ee ge simp i 
é ‘Limited-Time Offer for Insider Readers! é f 
Ps A i5,. and recelve_a’FREE enameled pin with your order while supplies last. 


a “The pifis feature various’ Star Wars characters and ships. Pins will be randomly.inserted into your order; et ‘ 
ae 
ats 
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Everything and everyone is fair game at Gen Con Indy. Your badge gives you license to track down 
thousands of potential opponents in TCG, roleplaying, miniatures, board, electronic, and other games. . . 
and hunt for great deals and treasures in the colossal exhibit hall. 

CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS: TOURNAMENT & EVENT HIGHLIGHTS: 
FOUR SUEEF-DEPRIVED (Avs & NIGHTS DED 20TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL EVENTS: 
HUNDREDS OF GAME COMPANIES & VENDORS UPPER DECK PRO-CIRCUIT PREMIERE 


tT] 

| 

@ 10,000 5%) FT LIFE-SEFE TRUE DUNGEON DECIFHERCON WORLD CHAMPIOASHIPS 
= ANNUAL EXinies AWARDS AEG LSA WELD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
L_| 
| 
= 


2 GIGANTOR-SIZE ANIME ROOMS DRAGONBALL GT TCG FOCUSED WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
INFAMOUS COSTUME CONTEST WHITE WOLF VAMPIRE: THE REQUIEM LAUNCH 
ART SHOW FEATURING FANTASY GREATS & VTES WORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Also, set your sights on our Sci-Fi/Fantasy Celebrity Guests, including: DAVID CARRADINE (Kung Fu, Kill Bill), 
WALTER KOENIG (Stor Trek), LINDA BLAIR (The Exorcist), and GIL GERARD (Buck Rogers in the 25th Century). 


There's a badge with your name on it — register onsite or save time by registering online at 


www.gencon.com | 
D AUGUST 19-22, 2004 * INDIANAPOLIS, IN a 
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THE BEST FOUR DATS IN GAMING! APRIL 21-24, 2005 
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